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SOME EUROPEAN (MIS)PERCEPTIONS
OF AMERICAN INDIAN WOMEN

GLENDA RILEY

DURING THE LAST DECADE, there has been a tremendous growth
in awareness among scholars as well as laypeople concerning the
stereotypical roles and status that American society has assigned
to women and minority group members. In order to understand
the many difficulties in communication and interaction that have
developed between these groups and the larger society as a result
of these inaccurate images, a large number of provocative and
probing questions are being raised. One such significant and fascinating i~quiry is dealt with here.
This study analyzes early views of American Indian women that
characterized them as debased and exploited human beings. Because this inaccurate portrayal continues to interfere with the development of a more discriminating perception of native women's
position and functions in their cultures, this essay reviews and
critiques the writings of eighteenth and nineteenth-century European explorers, travellers, and commentators who helped create
this biased interpretation of Indian women. The sample includes
a cross-section of European nations, historical periods, professions,
and well-known as well as relatively obscure writers.
These European observers are not notable for thorough or objective investigations. Their writings tend to reveal one dominant
and enduring theme: the eventual triumph of white populations
over inferior native inhabitants ofAmerica. Believing in the natural
superiority of white people and their "civilized" world, these writers, like most Europeans, envisioned white settlers as deserving
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conquerors of American frontier regions. Accordingly, they believed that frontiersmen and women were a superior breed of people as their willingness and ability to subdue often dangerous people
and territory proved. Thus, frontiersmen and women could be
forgiven their limitations and occasional lapses into primitivism
because of their zealousness in spreading the culture of the white
world throughout the American frontier.
This ethnocentric thinking led these Europeans into curious
interpretations of women, white and native. Although white frontierswomen frequently overstepped European ideas of propriety
in exercising their independence and freedom, they still were admired as forces of progress and morality in the wilderness. They
were a source of light in a dark and primitive land; they were
courageous victors over an untamed region and its barbaric residents. 1
While these Europeans often gave saintlike qualities to white
women on the frontier, they frequently reacted negatively to the
hard-working, domestic, and occasionally polyg~mous American
Indian women who also inhabited the region. Because they generally believed that the frontier's native population was doomed
to extinction, these writers were inclined to call Indian females
"savages" and to place them on the other end of the continuum
from white frontierswomen. To them, the saints would clearly
triumph, the savages would vanish, and the' fate of each would bear
out what they already believed about white and American Indian
women. In other words, in their eyes, saints deserved to survive
while savages deserved to disappear.
Like so many other distorted European conceptions of the American frontier, these prejudiced images of Indian women resulted
from what Europeans wished to see rather than what they saw.
European comments upon American Indian women were not primarily fantasy, however. In many cases, their reactions were based
on an extensive amount ofobservation, but the results were shaded,
colored, and limned in such a manner that white women became
slightly larger than life while native women were minimized.
When writing of the American Indian women, many of these
European writers often subsumed them under the general topic
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of Indian. When they referred specifically to Indian women, however, they tended to call them "squaws" rather than to use more
acceptable terms such as "brave" or "chief," which were used in
reference to American Indian men. Given the historical, harsh
connotation of the t~rm squaw, its use by Europeans suggests careless ignorance on their part about the term's meaning and their
prejudices toward Indian women. 2
Besides categorizing native women as Indians and as squaws,
these Europeans saw them as females whom they also considered
second-class beings. Still, while these observers regarded Indian
women as inferior on several counts, they were greatly interested
in the same aspects of the native women's lives that generally
concerned them about white women. Consequently, many Europeans paid inordinant attention to the physical appearance, beauty,
and dress of American Indian women. While some commentators
grudgingly portrayed them as "seldom ugly," others were most
positive in describing native women as "quite lovely."3 Still others
noted beautiful women in specific tribes. For example, a French
naval officer thought that Louisiana Indians had "beautiful wives,"
a German novelist that Choctaw women had "beautiful figures,"
and a French traveller that Lake Erie Indian women were "the
most comely savages I had yet seen."4 In the 1840s the English
author, Frederick Marryat, represented Co,manche women as "exquisitely clean, good-looking, and but slightly bronzed" and favorably compared Shoshone women with graceful Arabian women. 5 .
These comments do not conform to the accepted image of the
"squaw," however, and were a minority viewpoint. Indeed, most
Europeans seemed convinced that American Indian women were
dirty, ugly, unattractive creatures. They shared the view of French
author Alexis de Tocqueville-there were no "passable" Indian
women-and offered a variety of explanations. 6 The hard work that
Indian women performed was often given as the cause of early
aging and ugliness. 7 Uncleanliness and filth were also suggested as
reasons for what seemed to some viewers to be disgusting appearance. 8 In the 1790s an Englishman, Isaac Weld, set forth clearly
his judgment of Indian women:
I never saw an Indian woman of the age of thirty, but what her eyes
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were sunk, her forehead wrinkled, her skin loose and shrivelled,
and her whole person, in short, forbidding; yet, when young, their
faces and persons are really pleasing not to say sometimes very
captivating.... This sudden change is chiefly owing to the drudgery imposed on them by the men after a certain age; to their exposing
themselves so much to the burning rays of the sun; sitting so continually in the smoke of wood fires; and, above all, to the general
custom of prostituting themselves at a very early age. 9
Forty years later a German scientist, Prince Maxmilian of Weid,
consistently described women of various tribes in the upper Missouri River region as ugly, plain in appearance, and unappealing
in dress and personal hygiene. 10 Another early-nineteenth-century
traveller was more succinct in his reaction to American Indian
women: "As to personal appearance, with very few exceptions, I
can only specify three degrees-horrible, more horrible-most
horrible. "11
Yet when Europeans turned their attention to the dress ofIndian
women they did not appear to be describing ugly, filthy females.
After his very negative description of Indian women, Weld went
on to report the many ribbons, jewelry, and other ornaments they
wore. 12 Others also spoke of the ribbons, shells, feathers, beautiful
dresses, delicate moccasins, and ornaments American Indian women
used. 13 In addition, there were frequent comments regarding carefully arranged hairdos. 14 "Their hair is very beautiful," Hungarian
naturalist John Xantus wrote of women in Missouri, "always dressed
with great care and falling softly on the shoulders. "15
Even those travellers who encountered poorer Indians generally
reacted favorably to women's dress. According to English observer
Charles Trevelyan in 1898, Indians were dressed "like shabby
Americans, though the women, some of them, wear blankets like
a Scotch lassie wears her shawl. "16 Englishwoman Harriet Martineau was also impressed by the native women in Oneida, New
York, who were neatly dressed and wrapped in clean blankets. 17
Swedish traveler Fredrika Bremer complimented Indian women
in St. Paul for being "less painted, and with better taste than the
men."18
Yet this is not the way American Indian women appeared in
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literary works, which more often presented them as lovely young
maidens or princesses in exotic garb. In the 1840s Marryat's Narrative described Indian women in doeskin shirts, embroidered
moccasins, ankle and wrist bracelets, and with valuable jewels in
their luxuriant raven hair. 19 In 1845 another author visualized the
heroine of his novel in an elegant sheepskin cloak, porcupine quill
work, and elks' teeth ornaments. 20 Beads, tinkling silver bells, wampum belts, scarlet leggings, partially nude bosoms, and hair that
reached almost to the ground were part of other novelists' descriptions. 21 French novelist Gustave Aimard created a prototype of
Indian maidens when in 1878 he introduced Ova, the daughter of
a chief, who wore "a tunic of water-green colour, fastened around
her waist by a wampum-belt, with a large golden buckle." According
to Aimard, Ova was much loved by all, and· "when she danced for
her father, the old man's forehead became unwrinkled," while her
ardent lover was moved to bring her "perfumes of grizzly bears'
grease, necklaces of alligator's teeth, and wampum girdles. "22
To understand these contradictory images of American Indian
women one must recognize that Indians were a difficult and complex topic for most Europeans. Caught between' opposing interpretations of the "good" Indian who was simple, pure, and virtuous
and the "bad" Indian who was cruel, rapacious, and predatory,
Europeans often tended to reflect one view or the other rather
than to blend the two into a composite portrait ofIndians combining
"good" and "bad. "23
A number of European observers staunchly defended the reality
of the "good" Indian. One of these commentators, a German physician named Johann Schopf, travelled throughout frontier America
in the early 1780s. He maintained that the moral character of
activities of American Indians was not nearly as black as painted,
that many of their arts demonstrated patience and invention, and
that their medical competence was high even though American
physicians disparaged the knowledge Indians offered. 24 Popular
French author Franc;ois Auguste Rene Chateaubriand was also sympathetic to American Indians. Believing it unfair to show only the
unattractive characteristics of Indians, he argued that their laws
were "grave and their manners often charming."25 Other European
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novelists took similar positions. Norwegian author Jens Tvedt, depicting a Dakota woman as a child of a trapper growing up among
American Indians and marrying one of them, put these words in
her mouth:
There are Indians who possess just as many good qualities as any
white person. Although you may find some of the worst scum among
them, I think that you will find quite as many bad specimens among
our own people. You will seldom find sucha degree of vile coarseness
among the Indians as exists among the whites-at least as long as
they have not been corrupted by c.ontact with the whites. 26

In the 1830s novelist Charles Sealsfield decried unjust treatment
of American Indians who were, after all, the legitimate owners of
lands that whites were so ruthlessly seizing. 27 But the greatest
supporter of the American Indian was Karl May, a German writer
famous for his novel, Winnetou (1892). May deplored that Indians
had not been granted adequate time to evolve from hunter to
farmer to city dweller. Instead, May argued, Indians had been
expected to make one great leap, and when unable to do so because
of their "unique character" they were killed off by whites. "What
could the race have achieved given a chance?" he lamented. 28
Other sympathetic commentators challenged the widespread use
of the term "savage" in describing American Indians. In the 1790s
Louis-Phillippe, king of France, said that he preferred to call them
Indians rather than savages because he did not find in his observations "that these people merit that epithet in any way. "29 Others
maintained that white settlers deserved the term "savage" more
than did Indians. Half-civilized and brutal in their actions towards
Indians, whites were depicted as less desirable acquaintances than
"the genuine uncontaminated Indian. "30
But European portrayals of "bad" Indians seemed to far outnumber those of "good" Indians. As early as 1628 a Dutch minister
described American Indians as "entirely savage and wild ... uncivil
and stupid as garden poles," a view repeated many times in subsequent generations. 31 One French pianist denounced Indians in
his audience as "a delegation of savages," a Hungarian naturalist
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declared them "completely savage and far, far removed from civilization," a Dutchman labeled them a "degenerate race," and a
Prussian traveller insisted that they were "corporeally and mentally
so very different" from whites. 32 In 1913 English commentator Rupert Brooke epitomized this line of thought when he delivered his
final judgment on American Indians in the Westminister Gazette.
"The Indians have passed," he proclaimed. "They have left no arts,
no tradition, no buildings or roads or laws; only a story or two, and
a few names, strange and beautiful. "33
Some Europeans reacted so negatively to the Indians because
such writers as Chateaubriand and American novelist James Fenimore Cooper had led them to expect romanticized, idealized figures. Like Tocqueville, many travellers were disappointed and
disillusioned to find small, wiry people who could have come "from
the lowest mob of our great European cities."34 Comparisons were
common ofIndians with peasants, Arabian Bedouins, and gypsies. 35
One disenchanted Englishman concluded that "they were a dirty
vagabond lot not unlike our gipsies [sic]. "36 Considering the popularity of such unflattering assessments, it is little wonder that many
authors increasingly characterized Indians as having "snakes" in the
"bosom of their race" and capable of anything from violent attack
on an infant colony to harboring white murderers, robbers, and
.
37
rapIsts.
Even more than with dirty, ragged appearance, Europeans were
disgusted with the drunkenness of some American Indians. Tocqueville, for example, recounted several instances of drunken Indian men and women. To him, they were brutalized, like wild
beasts, and to be feared when in a drunken state. 38 Other writers
varied in their remarks from extending sympathy to "poor corrupted frontier Indians" to concluding that Indians would go to any
lengths, including selling a wife or child, to obtain liquor. 39 To their
credit, European spectators realized that they were seeing the
worst representations of American Indians. Often the most visible
Indians were those whose culture had been destroyed and who
were now lazy, dirty beggars congregated around towns and railroad
depots searching for a handout. 40 In the 1820s Paul Wilhelm, Duke
ofWurttemberg, pointed out that it was highly unfair and inaccurate
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to extrapolate from a few drunken Indians to all Indians. Tocqueville added that unspoiled tribes had retreated out of sight into the
wilds. 41
The degradation and destruction ofAmerica's native peoples that
Paul Wilhelm, Tocqueville, and others noted so outraged many
Europeans that they seemed compelled to blame someone. Because the Frenchman, Chateaubriand, for example, believed that
Indians were basically good, he placed responsibility on Europeans
for debasing and destroying native culture and society. For him,
in America "the right of force took independence" from its first
inhabitants. 42 Hungarian observers Francis and Theresa Pulszky
similarly condemned Anglo-Saxons for being great colonizers but
ineffective civilizers who routinely swept native races away in the
settlement process. 43 Others indicted arrogant American pioneers
for decimating "unhappy savages" and driving them across the land. 44
Still others blamed the United States government for the harm
done to Indians through its unenlightened policies. 45
The conviction that whites were accountable for the plight of the
American Indian was not unanimous, however. Prussian civil servant Frederick von Raumer charged that the Indians were at fault
because of their idleness, which made impossible their assimilation
into an industrious white society. To him, not only was their degeneration inevitable because of their bad habits, but they had no
lasting claim to their land just because they hunted it first. 46 In
1837, English observer Francis Grund supported von Raumer on
both counts. Since Indians possessed few traditions and little moral
character, he argued, they could never be civilized. Moreover,
since they had not cultivated the land, they had no "distinct title
to it arising from actual labor. " Although Grund regretted "the fate
of that doomed people," he could "hardly think of rescuing them
from it, without being guilty of the most flagrant injustice to the
rest of mankind" who could use the land much more efficiently. 47
Other travellers agreed that the advance of whites across the continent was grand and solemn, that rescuing the land from "savages"
and "wild beasts" to make better use of it was a progressive change,
and that it was difficult to contemplate America's "growing wealth
and strength without rejoicing. 48
These large contradictions between "good" and "bad" Indians
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were reflected in European interpretations of American Indian
women. Were they pure, simple, lovely princesses clothed in exotic
attire, or were they ugly, filthy, ragged squaws who deserved extermination? For Europeans, adopting the first view seemed easier
while sitting by a warm fire on the continent reading a romantic
novel than while travelling through America observing Indian women.
Arriving in the New World with specific ideas about how women,
even those of supposedly inferior race, should act and be treated,
Europeans were troubled by what they saw. Superficial topics such
as physical appearance and dress obviously created problems, but
when they moved on to a consideration of more significant issues
such as sexual mores and marriage customs among Indian groups,
their responses ranged from rationalization to acrimony.
Sexual relations between American Indian women and white
men particularly evoked a complex spectrum of reactions from
Europeans. Beginning with John Rolfe and Pocahontas, Europeans
exhibited a willingness to believe that European men were sent
by Providence to guide and uplift native women in a way that their
own men were incapable of doing. 49 In 1847, for example, Marryat
noted in his diary that the daughter of an Indian chief who married
a white man raised the prestige of his family and added that the
Randolphs of Virginia still boasted of their association with Pocahontas. 50
But Marryat also pointed out several practical reasons for an
alliance between an Indian woman and a white man. Of Indian
women he said: "They labour hard, never complain, are always
faithful and devoted, and very sparing of their talk." A decade
earlier, a German traveller stated that a native wife insured a white
man's safety while among the Indians, but she was only temporary,
to be discarded when her usefulness came to an end. 51 American
Indian women were also said to be attractive to white men because
of their lands or other income. According to von Raumer, "many
improvident or dissolute whites marry Indian girls in order to share
their income, the amount of which to their joy increases, as intemperance diminishes the number of the Indians. "52 And when a white
man was unable to obtain a mistress or a wife in any other way,
he supposedly could purchase an Indian woman with ponies, liquor,
or baubles. 53

246

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

59:3

1984

Although these reasons were widely argued for establishing a
liaison with European Indian women, many European men recoiled from the practice. Some felt that such ways were detrimental
to the Indians. Weld, for example, believed that prostitution among
Indian women caused sterility and thus a decline in the native
population, while Englishman Adam Hodgson expressed concern
in the 1820s that intermarriage between Indians and whites undermined native customs. 54 But most Europeans who opposed Indian-white relationships did so on the basis of traditional white
attitudes. A Hungarian traveller rejected the idea because he thought
Indian women were unattractive. 55 The protagonist of a Hungarian
novel rebuffed the offer of an Indian bride because he thought
native women were dirty and untidy wives. 56 And the hero of a
Polish story fled an impending marriage with an American Indian
woman because he thought her customs repulsive. He decided to
ask his commanding officer for a distant mission when he observed
his bride-to-be presiding at a prenuptial banquet.
She sat there disembowelling the ox. She would plunge her round
arms deep into the interior of the beast and then pull them out,
dripping with gore and warm fat that she would offer to the whole
company. ... My betrothed greeted me with a smile, as she put a
warm, raw bite to her lips, and swallowed it almost without chewing
at all. Her eyes glistened with pleasure, as if she were eating caramels. 57

Other Europeans were repelled by what they considered a lack
of moral compunction in these Indian-white relationships. 58 "The
child of man in natural surroundings," one German traveller wrote
in the 1850s, "knows little of the pure feelings of shame and love. "59
Other travellers claimed that they desperately pointed to their
wedding rings or wildly distributed presents among the Indians in
order to avoid insulting them while rejecting one of their women. 60
Even German novelist Karl May, who was extremely favorable
toward American Indians, had trouble dealing with this issue. In
one of his works he has an Indian character assert that, "The great
Spirit has cursed every red woman who loves a white man; therefore the children of such a woman are like the worm," and in another
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he goes to the extreme length of killing the Indian Winnetou's
sister to prevent further embarrassing affection between her and
the hero, Shatterhand. 61
Significantly, few if any European observers analyzed why American Indian women became involved with white men. These commentators not only failed to consider either political or economic
motivations on the part of American Indians but also ignored the
possible legitimacy of Indian customs that proscribed sexual and
marital behavior patterns for women. Instead, they tended to offer
supercilious descriptions of intermating:
It is very curious to see that at each of the trading posts there has
been started a manufactory, so to speak, of half-breeds. Every petty
clerk or apprentice has his squaw. . . who usually wears her native
costume, but as richly ornamented as possible, for Indian women
also measure love by the presents given them. 62

Moreover, Europeans were 'quick to justify their behavior in this
matter while condemning that of the Indian. Few voices challenged
prevalent white assumptions that white behavior towards Indians
was justifiable while Indian actions concerning whites were immoral. One of the few who spoke out in 1845 deserves to be quoted
in full.
.
It is no new feature in the terrible history of slavery that we are

giving publicity to. Certainly on all occasions when a white man
honoured a red-skin girl with his affection, the parents or guardians
fixed a price upon her possessions, which price paid, the woman
was ever after the property of the purchaser. Btit is it alone amid
the wild Indians of the American prairies that this custom prevails?
If we look around, we shall find the fair daughters of Europe brought
to market not so universally, neither so openly and avowedly, but
still bought and sold as nakedly and as foully as any poor Comanche
or Lutaw maiden ever was. 63
Even if European critics considered the comparison raised here
they were faced with other evidence that assured them of their
moral righteousness and the depravity of I.ndians.
Polygamy was especially shocking to Europeans. Because it was
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not part of their cultural background they were unprepared to see
any possible validity in the institution. Travellers frequently commented at length upon polygamy, and many novelists suggested it
was a commonplace in American Indian life. 64 The usual interpretation was that polygamy illustrated the disdain of Indian men for
their women. Louis-Phillippe claimed that polygamy rendered
women contemptible in men's eyes, while von Raumer argued that
the treatment of women resulting from polygamy did not reflect
the mild, happy relationships assumed to exist among American
Indians. 65 Some travellers recounted dramatic tales of women's
responses to such reprehensible treatment, including stories of
wives who violently fought the admittance of another wife into
their home or took their own lives and those of their children rather
than tolerate such an indignity. 66
The seeming liberality of premarital sexual practices among Indian groups also upset many Europeans. "When an unmarried
brave passes through a village, he hires a girl for a night or two,
as he pleases, and her parents find nothing wrong with this," puzzled French naval officer Jean-Bernard Bossu in the 1860s. He
seemed less perplexed that chiefs would harangue young girls to
offer their bodies to white men because there was an advantage to
be gained: women would then bear a white man's child who would
have white intellligence and thus cause whites to fear rather than
abuse him or her. 67 Paul Wilhelm, however, assumed that native
women entered involvements with men and often bore a child out
of wedlock because they were outgoing, kind, and overly fond of
ornaments. 68
Still other observers noted that many Indian women were little
more than prostitutes, for sale by their mothers, fathers, or themselves. 69 One traveller was offended by what he considered the
loose behavior of Osage women seated near him at dinner whose
expressions, as interpreted to him, "were of the most obscene
nature."70 Another was appalled when, left alone in a hut with
several young Indian women, in his words, "the women and girls
fell upon me, ripped at my clothes and allowed themselves the
most embarrassing grasps of the hand and I was forced to free
myself with use of my fists. "71
To European eyes, the sexual behavior of many American Indian
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women not only appeared immoral and dangerous, but also contradictory since few of these women had little voice in the selection
of a marriage partner. Fredrika Bremer thought one of the worst
features of Indian women's lives was that they were seldom able
to choose their mates. 72 The practice of arranged marriages also
provided the raw material for hundreds of nineteenth-century fictionalized romance stories, which sometimes ended satisfactorily
but more often with one or both of the couple committing suicide. 73
Only a few commentators looked deeper into the situation, as did
one Polish writer in the 1870s, to see that women's lack of choice
was perhaps not as absolute as first appeared.
For you see that while Indian maidens appear to have no will of
their own in choosing a husband, that is really not the case at all.
The father sells you a young squaw and you take her from his wigwam
to your tent or hut. But if you take her against her will, you are
brewing yourself a whole pot of trouble. The maiden will sulk, bite,
throw herself on you with a knife, hide away, malinger, and after a
few days will flee back to her father, at worst, with some other
lover. 74

Many observers noticed that women so sexually free before marriage were expected to be chaste after marriage. 75 One eighteenthcentury author explained that "only in the bud were these wild
roses" accessible. "Liberal to profusion of their charms before marriage," he elucidated, "they are chastity itself after. "76 Should they
violate these standards of matrimonial fidelity, women in many
Indian tribes could be harshly punished. These penalties often
involved physical disfigurement such as t~e severing of an ear. 77
In the 1760s Bossu concluded that such extreme punishment was
a practical matter because, according to him, '~all the Indians trace
their ancestry from their mother's family, since they are sure that
they are her children but cannot be certain of the male parent. "78
These high expectations of women's chastity in marriage did not
seem to jibe with the custom of many Indians offering their daughters and even wives as bedmates to guests. John Smith of Virginia
was one of the first Europeans to explain that many American Indian
men did not consider a sexual alliance between their daughter or
wife and another man promiscuous if the men sanctioned it. "Their
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women are carefull not to bee suspected of dishonesty without the
leave of their husbands," he wrote in 1612. 79 In later years other
travellers also pointed out that a woman's sexual liaisons were not
judged immoral when approved by a husband, father, or brother. 80
Yet others noted that fidelity was not a trait of Indian women in
all groups. According to Maximilian, prudery was not a "virtue" of
Indian women that he observed, and their infidelity was seldom
punished. 81 Swiss artist Rudolph Friederich Kurz also frequently
portrayed Indian women as commodities purchased with a variety
of gifts, married in groups of sisters, and given to infidelity. He
noted that white traders were anxious to m,arry Indian women to
gain the patronage of the woman's family, but that such women
only stayed with a white man "just long enough to procure all that
a white man [was] able to give her." Married briefly to an Indian
woman, Kurz lamented when approached with the offer of another
native wife, "The same old story of an Indian woman I am to
marry-if it were not so difficult to keep her after I get her!"82
Other Europeans commented on what appeared to be similarly
puzzling aspects of native women's behavior and status. Bossu noted
that Choctaw women left their homes during their menstrual periods to placate the men who believed a menstruating woman would
make them ill and cause them bad luck in battle, that they also
went into the woods alone and bore their babies without assistance,
and that these women disciplined their female children but never
their male children. 83 Still other Europeans recorded the existence
of similar customs among other American Indian groups, but added
that once a wife became a mother she was accorded a degree of
respect. 84 "A crime considered frightful and unheard of among the
Indians is that of a son rebellious to his mother," wrote Chateaubriand in 1827. "When she grows old, he feeds her. "85 According
to Bremer, if a woman happened to be the mother of a distinguished
warrior, men of the tribe especially esteemed her. 86 In turn Indian
mothers appeared to be caring and affectionate towards their children, for many Europeans complimented them profusely in this
area. 87
Clearly, numerous aspects of American Indian culture, mores,
and lifestyles perplexed and puzzled many Europeans. They were
disconcerted because their observations did not confirm inaccurate

RILEY: AMERICAN INDIAN WOMEN

251

and unrealistic expectations of New World natives that they had
discovered in literary and other types of sources. To explain in part
their recurring disappointment, it must be pointed out that Europeans were nearly obsessed with information about American
culture and character from the beginnings ofthe American colonies.
Viewing America as a child who would fulfill the thwarted wishes
and dreams of Europe, many travellers marveled at American space,
land, abundant food, progress, and freedom, characteristics their
narrow and impoverished environment seemed to lack. 88 Seeing
themselves as the downtrodden, oppressed, or affiicted, Europeans
looked across the ocean for relief and hope in the land of the future.
As a result, most European commentary upon America was based
more on fantasy than fact. European observers arrived at their view
of America and its peoples through a filter that not only shaped
but often distorted their vision. They tended to see the inhabitants
of this strange, untried region as larger than life, as atypical specimens of humankind conquering a brave but dangerous new world.
One late-nineteenth-century writer claimed that for most Europeans the West was "a very lusty, not to say rowdy country; where
blasphemy, murder, and swindling" were rife. "They judge by what
they have read," he added, "and their opinion would be perfectly
justified, were it not that with few exceptions authors have seemed
to centre their attention on the careful collection of as many instances of barbarism and crime as their pens could lay hold of, thus
presenting the country in a most unfavourable, and ... incorrect
light. "89 Consequently, Europeans inflated the vices and virtues of
the American peoples so as to understand the American experience
in terms of their own needs and desires.
This European tendency towards wish fulfillment was encouraged by successive American frontiers. Each frontier appeared to
be one more promise, one more opportunity for the redemption
of the decayed world that Europeans inhabited. Many commentators thus reached new heights of exaggeration, and of inaccuracy
as well, in their analysis of frontier America. Those travellers who
visited parts of the frontier seemed much more concerned with
their preconceptions than with the reality that confronted them.
In the 1850s Fredricka Bremer explained that "the West is the

Chateaubriand with Indian woman from Chateaubriand's Travels in America,
p.26.
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garden where the rivers carry along with them gold. . this enigmatic, promised land, this land of the future, I shall now behold!"90
And Englishwoman Isabella Bird rhapsodized as she approached
Rock Island, "On we flew to the West, the land of Wild Indians
and Buffaloes. "91
Chateaubriand was another example of such blurred vision. Although he garnered most of his views of the American frontier from
other authors and travelled only briefly in the United States in
1791, he confidently produced a series of stereotyped Indian novels
in addition to a lengthy narrative of his experiences in the American
West. 92 Like so many of his contemporaries, Chateaubriand responded more to his needs and to those of his audience than to
the realities of western American life. 93 Others who waxed eloquent
about the American West despite their own limited exposure to it
included William Cobbett who visited Indiana in 1818, Alexis de
Tocqueville who travelled over New York and Michigan in the
1830s, Albert Koch who toured the easternmost area of Iowa in
the 1840s, and Isabella Bird who was certain she had reached the
"far West" when she arrived in Davenport, Iowa, in the 1850s. 94
Writings by American authors about American pioneers did little
to counteract the romantic proclivities of Europeans. James Fenimore Cooper's Leatherstocking tales, for example, not only provided idealized notions of Indians and frontier settlers for Europeans,
but also created a vast market for many other dramatic types of
frontier literature including the widely read dime novel. 95 By the
early twentieth century, formula novels regaled European audiences with western character types including Indians characterized
as "savages," "pesky redskins," "red devils," "cussed redskins,"
"bloodthirsty wretches," who could speak only broken English: "Me
se urn .... But me no sabe somet'ing. "96
European authors quickly recognized the universal popularity of
such themes and did not hesitate to exploit them fully. In Germany,
for example, popular novelists developed a deep and continuing
affinity for frontier motifs including wilderness, violence, and the
American Indian. Authors such as Charles Sealsfield, Friedrich
Gerstacker, Friedrich Armand Strubberg, and Balduin M611hausen
presented adventure novels that featured German-born protagonists as authentic heroes of the American frontier. 97 But the German
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fascination with the American West reached its apex in the writings
of Karl May (often called Germany's Cooper), who did not visit the
United States until almost all of his western American adventures
had been written. He was an expert, as were many Europeans who
visited America, at combining his own imagined "facts" with bits
and pieces of information to produce tales that well-served the
wishes and needs of his readers. 98
How, then, could European interpreters of the American frontier
write accurately when such complex pressures impelled them toward misrepresentation and biased judgments? Largely middle and
upper class, well-educated, and usually male, these Europeans
were unprepared by background or experience to serve as accurate
reporters of the West and its peoples. Whether they analyzed the
early frontier of New England, the midwestern frontier, or the far
western frontier their perceptions were so permeated by image
and myth that objectivity was nearly impossible.
With so many countervailing and often less-than-enlightened
conceptions of American Indians swirling through their minds, many
Europeans reacted by giving the topic short shrift. Indeed, Europeans who remained in Europe seem to have been more enamored with the subject of the American Indian than were Europeans
who travelled in America. Others offered inaccurate coverage of
native peoples, perhaps because they did not venture far enough
west to encounter many Indians. Still others allowed their own
shock and disillusionment to interfere with objective reporting.
Whatever the cause, the result was often a disappointingly superficial and biased description of Indian society and culture, descriptions that were nevertheless read and taken as correct and accurate
accounts of American Indians.
The area of Indian society with the greatest potential for such
misrepresentation was the division of work among women and men.
Women were expected to take part in all domestic and agricultural
labor, while men were expected "only" to hunt, fish, care for their
animals and weapons, and conduct warfare. Althought the list of
men's duties might appear to some to be demanding, dangerous,
and exhausting, to most Europeans, products of settled agrarian
or industrial backgrounds, such tasks seemed light, incidental, and
even amusing. As a case in point, French traveller Edouard de
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Montule depicted Indian males as hunting or fighting because they
were "by nature very lazy in cultivating the land or in working as
do civilized people."99
Rare indeed was the traveller such as Friedrich Gerstacker who
argued that "in a state of society where the lives of the family
depend upon the success of the hunter, he must have his arms free
and unencumbered for action at every minute, and dare not toil
under a heavy load, for it would make his aim unsteady. "100 Rather,
travellers endlessly lamented the plight of the poor woman who
carried out all domestic chores, labored in the fields, and took
complete care of the family and its housing while her mate did
little or nothing (that is, he hunted, fished, fought, and took care
of religious duties). 101 Such statements were repeated so often that
they not only became truisms, but some writers reached the extreme of claiming that Indian men did no work and sometimes
even had to be carried on their wives' back when they were too
lazy to walk home from hunting. 102
These inaccurate pictures of the roles and duties of Indian men
and women stemmed largely from commentators having usually
observed only the village life of traditional hunting and military
societies. While observers were afforded many opportunities to
watch native women carry out the domestic chores that were their
responsibility, they seldom had the same chance to witness native
men engaged in a dangerous and demanding buffalo hunt, involved
in deadly warfare, or carrying out various rites such as a sweat
lodge ceremony that were their responsibilities. Since Europeans
came from an industrialized society where hunting and fishing had
become little more than a leisure time sport and warfare a matter
for a trained few, they had little conception of the skill and peril
entailed in such pursuits. Thus, in their eyes, native women got
the very worst of the bargain, while men got the very best. 103
Another matter further complicated the situation. Authors often
lacked direct contact with Indian women. Furthermore, native
societies, valuing oral history and tradition, seldom kept written
records. Even the trappers and missionaries who became acquainted with American Indian women frequently allowed their
self-interests and prejudices to bias their reports. 104 In addition,
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most Europeans failed to reflect the feelings and attitudes of average native women regarding their societal system, and they also
failed to deal with exceptional women. Although some Indian women
became accomplished equestrians, daring warriors, revered medicine people, and venerated religious leaders, only modern anthropologists, historians, and native women serving as tribal, family,
and personal historians have provided stories of unusual Indian
women such as Elk Hollering, Running Eagle, and Old Lady Drives
the Enemy. 105
Because of their prejudice-induced blindspots, most European
commentators emphasized what appeared to them to be a cruelly
unfair division oflabor between Indian men and women. "The man
smokes peacefully while the woman grinds corn in a mortar," LouisPhillippe wrote. "The men in domestic life are exceedingly
slothful. . . . The women perform all the household drudgery. . . .
The active employment of the men is war and hunting," traveller
John Davis added around the turn of the nineteenth century.106
"The squaw has to toil," Pulzsky observed, "the man but to fight,
to hunt, to play, and to speak in council. "107 And according to
Hodgson, "The women were hard at work, digging the ground,
pounding Indian corn, or carrying heavy loads of water from the
river: the men were either setting out to the woods with their guns,
or lying idle before doors. "108
Many European onlookers concluded that the domestic toil
American Indian women performed reduced them to animals or
slaves. "The wife of an Indian is his marketable animal; traveling,
or in a campaign, she carries the burden of his baggage on her
back," explained one observer in 1847. 109 "The women are forced
to do the hardest work, and are treated like slaves," emphasized
another in 1845. 110 Indians "look upon women in a totally different
light from what we do in Europe, and condemn them as slaves to
do all the drudgery," yet another insisted in the 1790sYl John
Xantus was shocked that women "do everything, even the most
degrading tasks we would be embarrassed to ask our servants to
do in Europe."112 An English botanist, John Bradbury, thought their
plight looked so dire that in 1817 he was led to claim that, "Mothers
frequently destroy their female children, alleging as a reason, that
it is better they should die than lead a life so miserable as that to
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which they are doomed.... Also it is said that suicide is not
infrequent. "1l3 In the 1840s Kurz reported that while native men's
"employments" centered around "keeping their weapons in order,
making ornaments for their hair, taking care of their horses, hunting, and waging war," women were charged with all domestic,
childcare, and village-related tasks. "In fact," Kurz added, "all women's duties and pleasures ... are distinctly designated" for women,
including involvement in crafts, personal adornment, and love affairs. 114
Many European novelists reinforced these negative images of
American Indian women by representing them as drudges and their
men as "haughty" husbands who "amuse themselves with hunting,
shooting, fishing. "1l5 These writers frequently characterized the
men as indolent, lazy tyrants who smoked and chatted while their
women labored away their lives. 1l6 Karl May rejected this interpretation, however, in favor of an enlightened Indian hero who
vowed to make his wife "a lady of the hut and the tent, as the
women of the palefaces."117 Perhaps May could not stand to present
his Indian friends as complete tyrants, or perhaps he suspected
that these stereotyped roles of Indian men and women were too
extreme to be accurate.
Other complex problems complicated the perceptions of white
Europeans. Because most Europeans regarded the roles and positions of white women as inferior, it was difficult for them to
understand the view of many native groups that men and women
were separate but equal. 118 That men and women had appropriate
duties that they performed faithfully and well was a matter of pride
to Indians. An American Indian woman could insult another most
severely by saying, "You let your husband carry burthens [sic],"
yet these words sounded to European ears like a complaint rather
than an expression of pride in one's duties. 119 Neither could Europeans understand that an American Indian male walking in front
of a female did not indicate inferiority of the female but rather that
the male was expendable so he placed himself in front to protect
the more valuable female who propagated and cared for the race. 120
Nor did the visitors see that separate dances and amusements did
not automatically indicate male disdain for women. 121
In addition, European critics apparently did not realize the irony
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in their descriptions of native women beribboned and bedecked
with ornaments, beads, and finely worked clothing, women hardly
epitomizing contemptible, degraded slaves and yet described as
such. These writers also did not seem to comprehend the paradox
implied in their accounts of love-struck swains who went to great
lengths to court and capture the hands of their loved ones and who
arranged elaborate and elegant marriage ceremonies, acts that implied great esteem for their future wives. 122 Another significant
paradox occurs in the comments of Europeans when they exclaimed
upon the exquisite basketry, ingenious quillwork, and fine weaving
of Indian women. 123 Maximilian, for example, admired the porcupine quill work, leather dresses and shirts, and buffalo robes
produced by Crow women he encountered. 124 Europeans seemed
unaware that such skills could not be achieved or such crafts produced by slavelike beasts of burden with no leisure time to develop
the marks of a cultured, productive society. 12.5
. Apparently this view of Indian women as unfortunate workhorses
who became cruel brutes as a result of their husbands' mistreatment
was more acceptable to most Europeans than a perspective of native
women as skillful, respected, and well-treated people. Viewing the
lot of these Indian women as a "far cry" from white concepts of
emancipation, many travellers frequently rendered accounts of
"savage women" who were "as insolent as the men were cruel. "126
Such women were described as mean, savage, often drunken, and
fully capable of perpetrating brutality upon the helpless while "uttering bursts of barbarous laughter. "127 Novelists too, even May,
often presented Indian women as outrageous figures who were
capable of inflicting the worst of tortures upon their victims. 128 For
example, French novelist Gustave Aimard created an Indian woman
who attacked a prisoner with her "sharp and curved talons," tore
out his eyes that she "swallowed on the spot," and then buried her
knife in his heart. 129
Occasionally, however, a dissonant note or two challenged this
negative picture ofAmerican Indian women. Maximilian remarked
that not only were women's dances thought important, but that
women were often included as participants in men's dances as
well. 130 In 1859 a Norwegian traveller recounted a huge, respectful
assemblage gathered around the pyre of an Indian woman. 131 A
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German traveller claimed that a native wife was "no longer degraded to be the slave of her husband" but received "the honour
due to her as a wife and a mother. "132 A female British novelist
stressed the existence of an elected governing council of matrons
who ruled coequally with the council of elders among the Huron
Indians. 133 And Fredrika Bremer pointed out that an Indian woman
could achieve power "from her mystical, witch-like attributes, when
she [was] possessed of a powerful character. "134
In her travel letters published in 1850 Bremer disagreed at length
with the usual European view of Indian women as degraded savages. After watching American Indian women in St. Paul, remarking upon their heavy work loads, and visiting their homes, she was
moved to write:
With inward wonder I regarded these beings, women like myself,
with the spirit and feelings of women, yet so unlike myself in their
purpose of life. . . . I thought of hard, gray, domestic life in the
civilized world ... hedged in by conventional opinion, with social
duties . . . with every prospect of independence, liberty, activity,
and joy closed, more rigidly closed by invisible barriers than these
wigwams by their buffalo hides . . . and I thought that the Indian
hut and that Indian woman's life was better, happier as earthly
life . ... I thought that the wigwam of an Indian was better and a
happier world than that of the drawing-room. There they sat at their
ease, without stays or the anxiety to charm, without constraint or
effort, those daughters of the forest. 135
But most European analysts did not interpret the American Indian woman's lifestyle in this way. Rather, Indian women, symbolizing as they did opposition and challenge to white expansion
across the West, were seen most often as primitive and crude.
While they could occasionally be credited with a spark of beauty,
warmth, or creativity, they finally had to be grouped with their
men as poor, degraded people obviously meant for subjugation and
extinction. The willingness of so many Europeans to see American
Indian women as savages was, after all, a logical outcome of their
pervasive belief that white people were destined to inherit the
earth and, most immediately, the American frontier. The prevailing
negative view of American Indian women that resulted from such
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thinking was not lost on generations of Europeans and Americans
who continued to see Indian women as little more than degraded
savages.
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HISTORICAL MANUSCRIPTS AS SOURCES FOR
ANTHROPOLOGICAL STUDY: THE ETHNOLOGICAL
CORRESPONDENCE OF JOHN GREGORY BOURKE

JOHN ANTHONY TURCHENESKE, JR.

ON 17 AUGUST 1885, Francis Parkman, the great nineteenthcentury historian of the United States, wrote Captain John Gregory
Bourke that his ethnological work "added greatly to the debt which
science owes to our Army officers in these matters."1 For today's
southwestern ethnologist Parkman's words continue to hold true.
Along with such contemporary ethnological luminaries as Frank
Hamilton Cushing, Washington Lafayette Matthews, and Adolf
Francois Alphonse Bandelier, Bourke is immensely significant in
the annals of southwestern ethnology. Along with his colleagues,
he was instrumental in helping to break ground from which succeeding work in southwestern ethnology proceeds. Therefore, Bourke
deserves more intensive study than has heretofore been given himnot only to analyze his contributions to southwestern ethnology,
but also as a means of demonstrating the value of researching
manuscript sources that practicing ethnologists generated and that
await scholars in the nation's repositories. Such sources not only
shed considerable light on ethnological methodology past and present but also provide information on various ethnological concerns
that might not otherwise be available had not the personal papers
of numerous ethnologists been preserved.
Of necessity, through field work the ethnologist obtains much of
his publishable data. Bourke is certainly a case in point since much
of his 126-volume diary 2 is filled to the brim with such items that
triggered a plethora of publications. Yet, as Bourke readily illustrates, there are other avenues of research open to the ethnologist.
0028-6206/84/0700-0267 $2.10
© Regents, University of New Mexico

Lt. John Gregory Bourke, U.S. Army, 1875. Courtesy of Museum of New Mexico,
neg. no. 8808.
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Chief among these, other than the aforementioned diaries or journals, is research in the primary material category known as correspondence or personal papers contained in various manuscript
collections. Thus, Bourke's correspondence serves as an example
that illustrates the variety of information available that the ethnologist may incorporate in studies based on research in primary
or first-hand documentation.
A study of Bourke's correspondence also provides an important
illustration regarding the usefulness of manuscript collections for
ethnological research. This type of source often contains those necessary exchanges of ideas, on national and international scales, that
are reached before making conclusions based solely on field work.
Bourke's correspondence is wide ranging in terms of subject matter
covered and contemporaries with whom he shared his findings,
problems, and suggestions. Items relating to religion, myths and
legends, agriculture, diet, medicine, linguistics, warfare, social and
political control, and organization are found here. Besides Matthews, Cushing, and Bandelier, Bourke also knew and corresponded with a number of other well-known contemporary
ethnologists such as James Mooney, Albert Gatschet, Frederic Ward
Putnam, Jesse Walter Fewkes, James Owen Dorsey, John Wesley
Powell, Frederick Webb Hodge, and Edward B. Tylor. Bourke not
only communicated with those ethnologists operating independently in the field, but also corresponded with representatives of
such organizations as the Bureau of American Ethnology, the United
States National Museum of the Smithsonian Institution, the Peabody Museum ofAmerican Archaeology and Ethnology, the Societe
de Geographie, the Royal Society ofAustralia, the British Museum,
and Oxford and Cambridge Universities. He was also affiliated with
the Anthropological Society of Washington, D.C., the American
Academy for the Advancement of Sciences, the American Folklore
Society, the Victoria Institute, and the Congress International des
Americanistes. Hence, insight is gained not only into Bourke's
methodology, thinking, and work but also into the ideas and work
of his fellow ethnologists.
A utilization of manuscript collections as resource material for
ethnological study has the added value of denoting the historical
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significance of those individuals from which such primary documentation emanates and of providing a solid historical context within
which ethnologists may place their work. Bourke is no exception;
his correspondence well illustrates the point. As a captain in the
United States Army, Bourke undertook his ethnological labors at a
time when the Southwest as a region was not known for its tolerance
toward Indians, especially Apaches, among whom Bourke had considerable experience.
Hence Bourke is significant and of importance for several reasons. He was, for his time and place, a cultural pluralist cast adrift
upon a sea of cultural philistinism, a fact that renders Bourke's
personal papers and published work invaluable. In addition, his
career demonstrates that not all Army personnel were exterminationists, as has been depicted on occasion. Bourke's correspondence contains vivid illustrations of other tolerant and observant
officers with an ethnological interest, such as Army surgeon Washington Matthews. These military officers also were often more tolerant than their civilian counterparts-Bandelier being a case in
point.
Writing one snowy January day in 1889 from Santa Fe, New
Mexico, Bandelier delivered a somewhat scathing denunciation of
the Apaches. Busily engaged in "doing the usual mind-elevating
work of copying old rusty papers," Bandelier, referring to the Chiricahua prisoners of war for whom Bourke continuously sought a
measure of justice, explained that the papers contained much information "concerning your pets the Apaches." Although he did not
"in the least share the horror or dread that the noble white man
in general professes for that unfortunate tribe," neither could Bandelier admire them. According to this ethnologist, the Apaches
were always "wild and fierce beasts who preyed upon the Pueblos
before the arrival of the Spaniards, whose predatory habits," said
Bandelier, "compelled the Spaniards to stand up for the Pueblos
as vassals of the Crown of Spain and as neophytes of the Church."
Bandelier expressed the view that the Apaches were the "greatest
obstacle to the settlement of New Mexico." Furthermore, Bandelier
said that the "Tinneh's of the Southwest . . . did not submit to
Christianity for the only reason that," while they professed a willingness to pursue peaceful relations with New Mexico's Spanish
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inhabitants, they "refused to the first condition which was to keep
peace with the Pueblos." Bandelier maintained that, later, the "constant harassing performed by these savages caused the Pueblos to
lose faith in the protection of Spain," as well as in the" 'magic arts'
of the Church," a factor that once again permitted the Apaches to
become the "frail staff to which the Pueblos clung," endeavoring
"to restore the 'good old times' of the Cachinas and Company."3
Bandelier's scholarly intransigence aside, the work of not only
Bourke, but also of Powell, Matthews, and others possesses an
added significance in that such labors also demonstrate the extent
to which the United States Army played a vital role in the contribution to the advancement of scientific knowledge. Indeed, as
Bourke's correspondence shows, the military, on numerous occasions, were plied with requests to conduct investigations alongside
their regular duties. For example, in July 1891, F. W. Lure, acting
curator-in-charge of the United States National Museum, wrote
that Bourke would soon receive a plant collecting kit. Lure reiterated his organization's deep appreciation for the assistance that
Bourke had often provided in procuring specimens for addition to
the museum's collections and hoped that it might continue to enjoy
his friendly cooperation. 4 Bandelier expressed similar sentiments
when the ethnologist exclaimed that he was always pleased when
he could be of "some service to a member of that Army to which
real science is so deeply indebted for assistance and cooperation."
Bandelier believed that "much of the work now attributed to civilians is in fact due to Army officers who have disinterestedly
loaned it away."5
Bourke's prodigious scientific and literary output, all the more
remarkable because it was produced during the course of his military service, is evidence of his intellectual endeavors in the field.
His first major presentation 6 to the ethnological world, which appeared in 1884, was The Snake Dance of the Moquis of Arizona, 7
said to form "the first scientific contribution to that celebrated
ceremony."8 A rite that employed live rattlesnakes, the dance represented for the Hopis "a magical form of prayer for rain and fertility."9 These studies were important because Bourke "set an early
example to students in the too long neglected study of ceremony
and showed how minute and careful observations might be made."
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Bourke's work not only spread the fame of the Hopi ophiolatry
cult, but also "stimulated the efforts of other investigators."10 Two
other important works of Bourke deal with American Indian ethnology. His Scatalogic Rites ofAll Nations covers the areas of primitive religion, medicine, and magic,l1 while The Medicine Men of
the Apaches concerns the superstitions, paraphernalia, and devices
employed in various rites and in the treatment of disease. 12
Bourke also wrote numerous monographic pieces. 13 As a forerunner to his Scatalogic Rites, Bourke, in 1885, described a Zuni
ceremonial that he believed harkened back to when these Indians
may have had to depend on fecal matter and urine for much of
their sustenance. This was his "Urine Dance of the Zuni Indians
of New Mexico. "14 In "Vesper Hours of the Stone Age," Bourke, in
part, reflected upon his twenty-one years of contact with the southwestern tribes. Because white culture had materially affected the
Indian, with the result that "all traces of the earlier modes of life
were fast fading into tradition," Bourke considered it appropriate
to describe some of the "peculiar features of the closing hours of
the stone age." In this piece, Bourke launched into a discussion
that primarily treats Indian implements of war. A brief analysis of
Apache clan origins, divisions, nomenclature, language relationships, and marriage customs can be found in "Notes upon the
Gentile Organization of the Apaches ofArizona." Apache tribal gods
and their role in the creation of the world and of the Apache people
are briefly discussed in "Notes on Apache Mythology," and "Primitive Distillation Among the Tarascoes" resulted from Bourke's observation of the methods of mescal production on the island of
Tzintzontzin in the Lake Patzcuaro region of western Mexico. In
addition, "The Miracle Play of the Rio Grande" contains a charming
description ofthe nacimiento, a dramatic representation of Christ's
birth, performed each Advent season by the Mexicans of the lowerRio Grande area of Texas. Bourke's final contribution to the world
of ethnology, "Notes on the Language and Folk-Usage of the Rio
Grande Valley," is a learned disquisition on the extant customs of
Mexico's Rio Grande Valley. 15
Bourke's scholarly endeavors soon generated a diverse coterie
of correspondents who expressed interest in his work. Indeed, this
burgeoning intellectual exchange commenced as early as 14 January
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1882, when he explained to the Reverend Edward Everett Hale
that, since March 1881, he was "on duty under the orders of Lieutenant General Sheridan, making investigations into the manners
and customs of the Indian tribes of the Southwest." During the
course of his studies, Bourke gave "much attention to gentile organization" and subsequently "obtained complete lists of the clans
or gentes of the Moquis, Zunis," and Navajos. Bourke expected to
do "much more in the same line of examination before completing"
his investigations in this area. In a work by Dr. LePlirigeon that
Hale sent him, Bourke "was much astonished to find that many of
the peculiarities" of the native peoples resident in South America
could be "paralleled among our own Indians today." Bourke's initial
inclination was to provide Hale with a "few memoranda upon this
point, which would serve ... [him] as a foundation for a monograph" if Hale so wished. 16 Hale was convinced that Bourke took
good advantage of an excellent opportunity. "Such things cannot
last much longer," said Hale. "It is a very happy thing that we
have" proceeded "to perfect a narrative while they still . . ." exist. 17
. Bourke was also interested in the ethnology of Mexico. To Herbert Welsh, of the Indian Rights Association, he wrote of his impatience to travel to that place where he hoped "to be able to enter
a sacred shrine in the mountains where the statue of the Madonna
is a stalagmite which formerly did duty as an Aztec idol. "This "affair
has never been visited by Americans and is well deserving of attention." Perhaps, Bourke said, "in the ritual observable in that
cave, one might discover traces of pre-Columbian ceremonies. "18
Bourke's contemporary, Washington Lafayette Matthews; stationed in Santa Fe, also had an interest in Mexican ethnology. In
an effort to provide his friend with assistance on certain aspects of
Aztec ritual, Bourke wrote in 1889 that Sahagun provided a "long
list of prayers and ceremonies of Aztec midwives." These were
offered at the "moment of delivery of abscission of the umbilicus,"
and of the "first bath of the newly born child." If Matthews so
desired, the complete text could be procured from the Library of
Congress. 19
E. A. Strout, an Army officer also stationed in Santa Fe, described
for Bourke. in 1882 a Tesuque Pueblo Indian ceremonial held· on
San Jose day. There were twenty-six dance participants. Of this
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number, "five men, five women, and two male and female children"
were actually dancing, while the "other twelve male Indians formed
a solid body three deep----the first row playing drums and all singing." They were painted in black and red, wore masks and tucked
feathers," and all males "carried guns and old fashioned pistols."
Dancing commenced near the council house and continued "across
the plaza to the church and back. "20
James Mooney, who was associated with the Bureau of Ethnology, asked Bourke to send information about another aspect of
Apache ethnology. To augment his treatise on the Ghost Dance,
Mooney desired information concerning "previous prophets among
the tribes," especially data regarding Nakaidoklini, who was described in Bourke's Medicine Men of the Apaches. In addition,
Mooney wanted to know "his age, proper Bureau form of name
with meaning, his appearance and personality, source and manner
and date of his inspiration," as well as "details of his doctrine and
prophecies, and peculiarities of songs and ceremonies used at his
,gatherings. "21
Bourke's interest in southwestern ethnology came to full bloom
in the 1800s. This heightened interest is revealed, for example, in
1881 when Bourke proposed his plan of study to John Wesley
Powell, director of the Bureau of Ethnology and a pioneer in the
area of North American Indian linguistics. Bourke believed he could
"block out for ... [himself] a, line of action, not exactly identical
with that indicated" in Powell's treatises, but "auxiliary to it and
better adapted . . . to [his] mental peculiarities and capacity." While
Bourke did not "wish to be understood as disparaging the importance of linguistics, yet that field [had] already attracted the attention of so many abler men." Rather, his inclinations tended "strongly
to a study of manners and customs." Hence, were he to "enter the
field, it would be with the firm determination of making the latter
study a specialty." This "field is so vast that there is room for each
one to prance around on his own hobby." Bourke would neglect
nothing. Even though he might obtain a "very imperfect knowledge
of a topic," Bourke would "seek to gain it in the hope of attracting
the attention of those better able" to seize upon those "questions
which had eluded my own powers."22
Bourke may not have initially desired to embark upon a study
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of linguistics, but by 1885, during the course of his studies on the
Apaches of Arizona, he found himself involved in this subject. As
a consequence, he requested Powell's assistance. Bourke had already prepared an Apache vocabulary of some 1,768 words that
included the "copulative verb in the indicative (present, pluperfect
and future tenses) and in the imperative mood," as well as "inflections of other verbs and parts of speech and an especially copious
list of plants and animals." Before proceeding further, Bourke wanted
to "compare these words with the correspondents in the Tinneh
vocabulary" were Powell to have one. 23
In reply, Powell said that Bourke would soon receive a copy of
Petitot's Dictionnaire Langue Dene-Dindjie. Explaining that the
"Tinne are a division of the great Athabascan linguistic family ...
which embraces a great many languages and dialects differing very
much among themselves," Powell stated that Petitot's work contained several dialects and was the "only volume suitable for the
extensive comparison you wish to make." Even so, Powell was not
certain that he understood Bourke's comment concerning the copulative verb inasmuch as the "copulative form of the verb 'to be'
has never been found in any Indian language." Its absence was a
"striking characteristic of all languages of a low grade of organization." Had Bourke indeed "found anything representing it," then
he had definitely "made a very interesting discovery." In addition,
Bourke's vocabularies of plants and animals would "prove of very
great value. Probably you will be able to obtain the class names
under which the plants and animals are grouped." This, Powell
said, was a "very important part of the subject to which vocabulary
makers have rarely given the attention it deserves. "24
Always on the alert for any aid in his endeavors, Bourke also
asked his friend -Powell to inquire of Albert Gatschet what light he
might be able to shed on the matter. Gatschet informed Powell
that he had "nothing on Apache dialects except the San Carlos
vocabulary" by O. Loew, one Arivaipa vocabulary by G. K. Golbert,
one ofJicarilla derivation by Dr. H. C. Yarrow, and .Loew's Navajo
vocabulary. Other Apache dialects that Gatschet collected were "in
manuscript form only, and as they could not be revised without
the help of other Indians speaking the same dialect," they offered
"no guarantee of being correct and cannot be used by any outsider."
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As an afterthought, Gatschet asked Powell to request Bourke's
assitance in obtaining all "possible information about Tinne-Apaches
living now in old Mexico, their location, pueblos, missions, chiefs,
tribal names, numbers," and synonymy. Far too little was known
"about these parts. Are ... the Tobosos, Taneros, Irritila, Taraones
Apaches or not?"25
Later, in 1896, Bourke wrote that, in compiling his Apache dictionary, he paid "very careful attention to the structural principles
of the language as nearly as" he could "distinguish them." He found
"evanescent traces of a copulative which accords very closely with
what Petitot says of the Dine-Dindjie." Bourke succeeded in his
effort to define "their mode of forming comparatives, superlatives,
negatives, derivatives (to some extent); the genitive," as well as
"places of subject, object,postpositions," and "signs of the dual
form of the verb with a number ofcomplete phrases." Furthermore,
he accorded special attention to the "anaysis of newly-adopted
words-railroad, school, rifles, locomotive, wagon, telegraph, candle, oil lamp, frying pan, pitcher-because" in doing so, it seemed
that "one learned both their mechanical mode of making compounds and also something of the way in which the Apache mind
looked at the objects themselves." Although he carefully studed
Pinnentel's Lenguas Indigenas de Mexico, Bourke did not find any
"resemblances of special note between the Apache idiom and those
of the tribes farther to the south." Of this, Bourke remarked that
tradition, the affiliation of language and customs, as well as . . .
historical knowledge," prqved the Apache "to be an intrusive eleme'nt of northern origin. "26
In addition to contact with Gatschet and Powell in the Smithsonian's Bureau of Ethnology, Bourke collaborated with Otis T.
Mason, a man of linguistic bent in the institution's United States
National Museum. As indicated by their correspondence, Mason,
during the period 1890-92, utilized Bourke's talents as fully as
possible for the benefit of the museum. Despite the frustrations
attendant upon such an operation, as well as congressional attacks
on the museu~'s financial integrity, Mason never lost his sense of
humor, as the following extracts from a letter in 1892 illustrates.
In this instance, Mason found himself "hopelessly mixed on the
three words lasso, lariat and reata." Were they, he inquired, "used
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indifferently for catching and tethering?" A lasso, Mason thought,
"is only for catching," while he had been "led to believe that the
lariat and reata are two names for the same thing, namely, a tether. "
But, Mason exclaimed, "what am I that I should define words for
things I never saw." Mason hoped that Bourke and a "few other
standard friends" would not "forget the dear old museum in this
hayseed epoch," else "we are done for. Now," Mason reminded
Bourke, do not "forget my rope business nor include the other
kind of rope in your definition." Also, Mason said, "our Patzcuaro
throwing stick makes me want to have you make further explorations among the living Aztecs," inasmuch as the "antiquities will
take care of themselves. "27
In addition to his contemporaries at the Smithsonian Institution,
Bourke worked with ethnologists at the Peabody Museum of Archeology and Ethnology i~ Cambridge, Massachusetts. Of importance here is Bourke's correspondence with Frederic Ward Putnam,
curator of the museum. Late in 1885, for example, Bourke briefly
described his finds on a recent journey to cliff dwellings and medicine caves located in the mountains. northwest of San Carlos, Arizona. They included "pottery, nearly perfect, of a very rude kind,
such as is generally found in these caves." Several represented
"animals of some kind, bears, or maybe tortoises, our Apaches could
not tell which." Bourke also discovered "raw cotton with seeds
attached, cotton cloth, very well made, corn, beans ... and sandals
of mescal fibre or of Spanish Bayonet." He sent "most of the articles
to the Smithsonian," but reserved for Putnam a "half dozen pieces
of pottery, a sandal, some raw cotton and cotton cloth," as well as
"some amma
. I fi gures. "28
In 1890, Putnam broached to Bourke the idea of embarking upon
a massive project that would, on an international level, call attention to the anthropological riches of North and South America.
Keenly interestedin things Hispanic, Bourke advised Putnam that
he would do everything he could to "aid and advance your views,
recognizing that there is no more competent exponent of them to
be found anywhere than yourself. " Furthermore, Bourke said, were
"it necessary to select assistants, as you certainly must, in a work
of such vastness, please do not forget me." After all, Bourke was
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"something of a Spanish scholar" since he "lived among Spanishspeaking people," was "familiar with their usages and modes of
thought," had "studied their books upon anthropology to the numbers of hundred-old missionary recitals," and was "acquainted with
some of the prominent men in Bolivia, Peru, Ecuador, Chile, Columbia," and other places. 29
Putnam, after Bourke's transfer to Texas, in 1891, inquired whether
Bourke might be able to "obtain a lot of archaeological specimens
about your station" since "some parts of Texas are very rich in stone
implements, pottery, old village sites and burial places." By undertaking such expeditions, Bourke could "secure a little recreation" and do "something for ... [Putnam's] department of the
World's Fair." Also, Putnam asked whether Bourke was near any
Indians. If so, Putnam would appreciate receiving "objects ...
illustrative of their condition before white contact. "30
Besides Putnam, Bourke corresponded with Lucien Carr, the
assistant curator at the Peabody Museum. In 1886, Carr, wishing
Bourke's help with his studies of physical anthropology, asked him
to supply information from his field observations of the Apaches.
Expressing gratitude for having received a copy of Bourke's An
Apache Campaign in the Sierra Madre, Carr wrote that the work
caused him to put on his thinking cap. How, Carr asked, "does the
size of the Apache compare with that of other tribes of the same
stock, and with other tribes in the same neighborhood, and if
smaller, why?" Also, "it might be well to measure a lot of adult
males and females, say height and around the chest." Suggesting
ideas for Bourke's next book, Carr proposed that he ascertain whether
"chiefs ... differ from sachems and how either or both are chosen."
Did "women have a voice in the election as among Iroquois and
others?" Was "descent in" the "male or female line?"Ifin the former,
then when and why did the change occur? Carr considered this
question to be the "most important ethnological problem now facing
us" since "no satisfactory reason has yet been given for a change
particularly among our own tribes, if we bar the influence of whites."
Although Carr was "disposed to think that it was due to this cause
among the Omahas and Chippewas," he believed white influences
did not "account for the Anskowinis, where it is variously ascribed
to marriage customs and changed ideas as to property."
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Carr also proffered the observation that the more he studied
Indian character, customs, and beliefs, the more satisfied he was
that, "from Behring's Straits to Patagonia, from Greenland to Peru,
they were all 'tarred with the same stick.' " Were there any changes,
such were "due to differences in climate and varying physical resources." Simply put, "they were all in the same stage of civilizatoin-just as the people of back bay Boston and the cowboy of the
plains are today." How, Carr asked Bourke, "does it strike yoU?"31
Bourke's work as an ethnologist was not only recognized by
anthropologists of stature in the United States, but also received
international attention. Among those who applauded Bourke's efforts was Edward B. Tylor, one of the founders of anthropology.
During the course of 1885, Bourke requested assistance concerning
his work on Apaches, information that would deepen his understanding of phallic rites. Tylor said he could not "recommend any
book on phallic rites as really useful in such work," although the
"old book of J. A. Dulaure ... is about as good as any." After all,
the "simply natural intention of most such rites as celebrating the
all-important generative principle seems to explain three-fourths
of the facts." Hence, "when one adds the tendency of men to
degenerate into lascivious orgies, there really seems little left for
the mystics to make theories about. "32
In 1886, Tylor mused about what appeared to him as the demise
of the Apache. "It looks as if the days of wild life ... [have] come
to an end for these tribes," but who, Tylor asked, would "take their
whole story of native life, laws, and customs ... in hand ... and
work it out in the closest detail before the old people have forgotten
it?" Perhaps such a task would fall to Bourke. Tylor discussed such
points because he was "working through marriage customs of barbaric tribes." Not once, said Tylor, "in four times do any authors
distinguish cousins on the father's side from cousins on the mother's
side, yet in prohibited degree." This was a complicated point but
one that Bourke understood. 33
Not until 1891 was there a resumption of the Tylor-Bourke correspondence regarding the Apaches. Tylor proposed sending Bourke
"a photograph of an Apache shield in hope that you may be able
to help me in the interpretation of the picture."34 Indeed, in what
appears to be Tylor's last letter to Bourke, Tylor forwarded the
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photograph of the Apache shield and asked Bourke to obtain an
interpretation of its meaning. According to the individual who sold
the picture to Tylor, the shield was of Mescalero Apache origin. Of
course, Bourke's knowledge of these people would settle the issue.
He could also "get some old men of the tribe to interpret the
purpose of the eagle, bears and sun." At the same time, Tylor asked
"if there are still old people who could make me some picture
writings on skin or bark as their fathers used to do," as a "few such
specimens would be very interesting. "35
Bourke sent Tylor's request to George M. Wratten, interpreter
for the Apache Prisoners ofWar interned at Mount Vernon Barracks,
Alabama. Unfortunately, Tylor's request went unfulfilled. According to Wratten, who "asked the most knowing ones," including
several Mescaleros located there, the Indians were unable to discern the meaning of many of the signs on the shield. They knew
the "sun, the half-moon, and the crooked lines of lightning ...
but the stars they do not." Those "marks or signs are put on there
to keep the enemy's bullet or arrow from penetrating. Further than
this they do not know. "36
Another English anthropologist who valued Bourke's endeavors
in the field was James G. Frazer of Cambridge. Indeed, Tylor had
recommended Frazer to Bourke. 37 In 1886, Frazer requested information about Zuni and Hopi religious practices. He desired to
know whether Bourke had witnessed dances "in which the dancers
imitated the appearance and action of the sacred animal (totem) of
the tribe, using masks to suggest the resemblance." Frazer noticed
in Bourke's account of the Hopi Snake Dance that he spoke "of
special masks appropriate to special dances. " Were these, he asked,
"animal masks and are eagle masks worn by men of the eagle clan,
and bear masks by men of the bear clan?" Also, Frazer would be
"glad to know whether the eagles which you describe as kept in
cages receive any form of worship. Are they specially kept by the
Eagle Clan," and were there "any other instances of clans keeping
and worshipping the animals from which they take their names?"
Did the "usual rules prevail as to not killing the totem of the tribe
and burying it when found dead?" Finally, Frazer asked, were the
"sacred animals ever killed in specially solemn and exceptional
occasions and their flesh consumed by way of communion?"38
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Three years later, Frazer again raised questions about the Hopi
and Zuni Indians. While he considered Bourke's work on the Hopi
Snake Dance valuable, the book presented problems. Frazer said
the section on "agriculture should perhaps have been fuller, considering the great importance of agriculture customs and superstitions both in their religious and social aspect." For example, the
"upturning of the soil in spring (whether by hoeing, digging or
ploughing) seems to be considered by many savages as a very
critical operation" in view of the "possible wrath of the earth spirits
disturbed by the process." Did Bourke "find any traces of this fear
among the Indians? Are there any dances or leaps," since "high
leaps and sweating are sometimes required, in order that the crop
may grow high and be well watered," or "sham fights at the time
of turning up the soil? "Are the men who turn up the soil armed?
A friend," Frazer said, "who has made a special study of economic
history has suggested that the extent to which cooperation prevails
in early agricultural society," might well be a "trace of a time when
men banded together to do in common what each, with the fear
of the earth spirits before his eyes, would have shrunk from doing
singly." This suggestion seemed at least worth considering inasmuch as "any 'customs in which such cooperation occurs would be
interesting." Explaining that in "some parts of Asia the risk of the
first ploughing devolves on the king or on a temporary king or
king's deputy," Frazer said the temporary king appeared in some
areas to be a "sort of Lord of,Misrule." Throughout the duration
of the surrogate's reign, the ordinary laws and customs were "suspended ... and a general license allowed. Is there any trace of
this among the Indians?" Several customs associated with the aforementioned included the turning loose of a scapegoat "at the close
of the period of license," and the making of a "new fire, after all
the other fires have been solemnly extinguished, apparently for
the purpose of cooking" the new grain.
Frazer added that any fresh light that Bourke might be able to
throw on such customs from his knowledge of the Pueblo Indians
would be most welcome, as would information concerning any
customs of "running with firebrands over the fields, burying the
brands in the fields, and leaping over fires on the fields." Were
"strangers who happen to pass the harvest fields or to enter them
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subjected to any special treatment?" For Frazer, the questions "we
might put are endless; on such subjects no details are too trivial."
He found that for the"chief performer in certain' agricultural ceremonies to stand upon one leg without over-balancing" was considered "essential for the welfare of the crops both in Poland and
Siam," Another point upon which Frazer was anxious to obtain
enlightenment concerned Cushing's "very interesting description
of the solemn killing of the turtles by the Zuni. . . . Is the turtle
a Zuni totem?" Frazer had "half assumed this before, but the ceremony seem[ed] to have parallels among peoples who have not
totemism."39
Later that summer, Frazer again requested information about
the Zunis. He was "at work on a book in a curious. chapter in the
early history of religion, the custom of killing sacred animals and
men regarded as divine." Cushing's description of the "Zuni custom
of solemnly killing the sacred turtle is most important for my purpose." Reiterating an earlier query, Frazer was especially interested
to ascertain whether the turtle was a Zuni totem. If so, was it
"killed by members of the totem clan or only by others? ... What
was the object and supposed effect of killing it?" Also, Frazer would
appreciate receiving any examples of "scapegoats, human or animal,
and customs of periodically or occasionally expelling demons, ghosts,
and disease . . . from the village. "40
During the fall of 1890, Frazer received a copy of Bourke's article, "Notes on Apache Mythology." Frazer explained that the
"reference in the last note to 'the making of the New Fire at the
Winter Solstice' " especially interested him since he was "collecting
examples of the practice of making a new fire at certain seasons,"
particularly at "seasons like the solstices or equinoxes." Thus, "it
would be interesting to know how the Apaches determine the
winter solstice." According to Frazer, an ability to "determine these
seasons of the year marks some little advance in astronomy. "41
Frazer's final extant missive to Bourke provides an eloquent
summary of the understanding that Bourke attempted to bring to
his work on the southwestern Indian. Commenting on Bourke's
newly published On the Border With Crook, Frazer said the volume provided a more "favourable idea of the Indians than one is
apt to derive from some books," such as the writings of Colonel
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Richard I. Dodge, author of Our Wild Indians, "in which the Indian
is painted very black." In England, Frazer added, "we ... are apt
to think that when you have troubles with the Indians, the fault is
all on the side of the savages, as we call them, and not on the side
of our own kinsmen." Such "judgment is often unjust to the Indians." Indeed, their "treatment by some of the agents and contractors, with the connivance of persons in the government, appears
to be shameful." Therefore, Frazer hoped Bourke's book would
"help to open the eyes of the public both in America and England
to this scandal and so be instrumental in having it remedied. "42
As noted here, Bourke had a keen and active interest in the
ethnology of the southwestern United States in particular, and
Hispanic America in general. Through his works, Bourke contributed much of importance to the field of ethnology and created a
greater understanding of the region he studied. Indeed, not only
his numerous publications in the discipline, but also his wide range
of contacts with the most eminent anthropological luminaries on
national (Mooney, Powell, Putnam, Matthews, Bandelier) and international (Edward B. Tylor and James G. Frazer) levels dramatically attest to Bourke's importance. Such an exchange of ideas had
the beneficent effect of enhancing, enriching, and advancing the
work of all. Bourke's work in southwestern ethnology is especially
significant since it was undertaken while he was in the United States
Army on the southwestern frontier when there was little empathy
with the region's native inhabitants. Bourke's ethnological endeavors are particularly important because they demonstrate that
not all members of the military's upper echelons desired the complete extermination of the Indian. Indeed, as his correspondence
shows, the military was instrumental in providing vast quantities
of important data to the anthropological world.
Besides establishing his import as an ethnologist, Bourke's correspondence is significant for another reason. Here one sees a
working ethnologist, who, through the exchange of ideas' on an
international scale, assisted others. In turn, he too was aided in
the search for truth and understanding. Furthermore, for the modern ethnologist, correspondence such as Bourke's has the added
value of elucidating intellectual currents in flux and subsequent
modification of ideas, theories, and conclusions as new evidence
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presented itself. Thus the ethnologist of today is more readily enabled to ascertain the origins and transitions in the understanding
of particular ethnological concepts. Simply stated, such documen~
tary items as Bourke's correspondence demonstrate the efficacy of
manuscript and archival sources as an essential supplement to the
ethnologist's field research. Ethnologists must be aware of these
repositories that contain primary source materials relevant to their
interests and that should be incorporated into their studies.
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BP.
Tylor to Bourke (Oxford, Eng.), 10 October 1885, BP.
James G. Frazer to Bourke (Cambridge, Eng.), 26 June 1886, BP.
Frazer to Bourke (Cambridge, Eng.), 9 January 1889, BP.
Frazer to Bourke (Cambridge, Eng.), 26 June 1889, BP.
Frazer to Bourke (Cambridge, Eng.), 13 November 1890, BP.
Frazer to Bourke (Cambridge, Eng.), 9 December 1891, BP.

NEWS NOTES
The August event of the Taos County Historical Society will be a field trip to
the Old Montezuma Hotel (now United World College) and to Las Vegas Old
Town. Contact program chairman Ernest Lyckman of the society, P.O. Box 2447,
Taos, N. Mex. 87571, for time and point of departure.
Albuquerque Archaeological Society announces an archaeological dig at Ghost
Ranch 13-25 August 1984. Field work will be a continuation of the excavation
and study of prehistoric Gallina villages, directed by Florence Hawley Ellis.
Contact the Society, P.O. Box 4029, Albuquerque, 87196, for further details.
Volunteers for the Outdoors and the Pecos Ranger District invite all interested
volunteers to join them for work on Pecos Wilderness Trails 11-19 August. The
challenging but satisfying work will consist of building new or improving existing
trails. Volunteers may work one or both weekends or the full week. For further
information, contact project chairman Dave Westerfield at 293-3754 or P.O. Box
36246, Albuquerque, 87176.
The University of Texas at Arlington announces the 1985 Webb-Smith Essay
Competition, a $500 award, for the best essay of 10,000 words or less on the topic
"Texas and the Mexican War." Manuscripts must be submitted by 1 February
1985. The winning essay will be submitted for publication as part of the Walter
Prescott Webb Memorial Lectures Series published by Texas A & M University
Press. For submittal forms and additional information, write the Walter Prescott
Webb Memorial Lectures Committee, Department of History, P.O. Box 19529,
University of Texas at Arlington, Arlington, Tex. 76019.
Mark 3-5 August on your calendar for the annual Old Lincoln Days Celebration
in Lincoln, N. Mex. Festivities will include a folk pageant, "The Last Escape of
Billy the Kid" each evening at 8:30 P. M., a fiddlers' contest, a mountain man
black-powder shoot, and living history demonstrations, including spinning, weaving, adobe-brick laying, and blacksmithing. For more information, write the Lincoln Pageant and Festival Corporation, P.O. Box 92, Lincoln, N. Mex. 88338.
The annual conference of the Historical Society of New Mexico held in April
at the Sagebrush Inn in Taos, was deemed highly successful by the approximately
two hundred registrants who attended. The conference opened with an evening
reception at the Don Antonio Severino Martinez hacienda, followed by two days
of sessions covering a variety of topics. The conference closed with an awards
banquet Saturday night. The Espinosa Prize, awarded by the New Mexico Historical Review for the best article published in 1983 went to John O. Baxter for
his article, "Restocking the Navajo Reservation after the Bosque Redondo." Professor Richard Ellis was honored by the Historical Society for his support and
encouragement of students in southwest regional history at the University of New
Mexico.
The Society announces a call for papers for the 1985 conference to be held 1821 April in Las Cruces. For further information, contact the NMHR office or
Austin Hoover, Program Chairman, Rio Grande Historical Collection, University
Library, New Mexico State University, P. O. Box 3475, Las Cruces, N. Mex. 88003.

The Historical Society of New Mexico, in conjunction with the Railroad Club
of New Mexico, Inc., is seeking volunteers for weekend work projects on the
Cumbres and Toltec Scenic Railroad. If you are available to work on 18-19 August
1984, contact William J. Lock, Chairman, Railroad Committee of the Historical
Society of New Mexico, 5400 Phoenix, NE, Suite 100, Albuquerque 87110.
The Friends of the Fort Davis National Historic Site are seeking contributions
to help with the restoration and refurnishing of an enlisted men's barracks at Fort
Davis. The barracks were occupied by Troop H of the 10th U.S. Calvary, known
as the Buffalo Soldiers, in the 1880s. Restoration will contribute to the interpretation of the Indian Wars as well as recognize accomplishments of all enlisted
men who served in the army during this period. Tax-deductible contributions or
membership in the organization ($2.00 annual, $25.00 life) may be sent to Friends
of Fort Davis National Historic Site, P.O. Box 1023, Fort Davis, Tex. 79734.
Los Alamos Historical Museum announces three 1984 summer events. At 7:30
on Monday, 30 July, Dr. Gerald D. Nash, professor of History at UNM, will
speak on "The Impact of World War II on Science in the West." On Tuesday, 7
August, at 7:00 P. M., a staff member of the New Mexico Natural History Museum
(currently under construction in Albuquerque) will discuss progress and future
plans. Sharon and Byron Johnson of Albuquerque will discuss their new book,
Gilded Palaces of Shame, at 7:30 P.M. on Friday, 24 August. All lectures will be
held in the Pajarito room of Fuller Lodge and are free and open to the public.
P.M.

FRANCISCO CHAvEZ, THOMAS B. CATRON,
AND ORGANIZED POLITICAL VIOLENCE
IN SANTA FE IN THE 1890S

TOBIAS DURAN

POLlTlCAL CONFLICTS IN New Mexico during the last quarter of
the nineteenth century frequently resulted in violence. As a recent
study on violence has noted, New Mexico may have been "the only
place in' America where assassination became an integral part of
the political system. . . . "] Several examples, in fact, illustrate this
prevalent political violence: in 1884 Juan Patron, Lincoln County
leader, was murdered; in 1896 Albert J. Fountain, Dona Ana County
politician, mysteriously disappeared; and in 1904, an unknown assassin shot and killed Jose Francisco Chaves, Valencia and Torrance
County political boss. 2 Moreover, Lincoln and Colfax County battles and vigilantism in Socorro, Albuquerque, and Las Vegas added
to this widespread discord. 3
Although violence was a fact oflife, the ambush in 1892 of popular
Santa Fe County political leader Francisco Chavez, age 41, aroused.
unusual indignation and intensified existing strife. As one journalist
wrote: "In the history of horrid crimes of the Southwest, ... none
was more dastardly, cold-blooded and fully predetermined..' .. "4
The celebrated murder trial produced "sensation after sensation,"
implicating old-guard political veterans, and eventually led to the
execution of four Mexicanos, suspected of being only part of larger
conspiracies. 5 Another writer, Thomas Smith, chief justice of the
New Mexico Supreme Court, added that the accused had pursued
a "diabolical conspiracy oflong standing," and pronounced the case
a "cause celebre" because of the "prominence of the deceased, ...
the notoriety of the criminals, ... the complication and mystery
0028-6206/84/0700-0291 $2,00
© Regents, University of New Mexico
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of the circumstances, and'. . . the intense interest of the populace. "6
Chavez, whom historian Ralph Twitchell described as a "powerful
personality in the administration of political affairs," became a formidable foe of the Santa Fe Ring and "seemed to be on the verge
of welding" widespread opposition to the powerful clique. Led by
Republican boss Thomas Benton Catron, the ring illustrated the
monopolistic tendencies of many American business concerns in
the Gilded Age. 7 On the other hand, Chavez, former sheriff and
party chairman of Santa Fe County, was a prominent Democrat,
"the acknowledged leader of his party, and much the strongest man
politically in the county."8 Because of the "popularity and power"
ofChavez, Supreme Court Justice Napoleon B. Laughlin concluded
that the motive for his assassination was "political jealousy."9
Apparently, a series of episodes set the stage for the murder of
Chavez. In March 1890, Faustino Ortiz, a Republican ward politician, mysteriously disappeared; several months later his body was
found near the Mascaras arroyo in northwest Santa Fe. Although
Francisco Chavez and Romulo Martinez, U.S. marshal from 1885
to 1888 and Democratic party leader, were charged with murder,
the indictments were quashed. 10
Five months later, Thomas Catron received a letter from one S.
Davis stating that an acquaintance had atte'nded a meeting the year
before in which Democratic party leaders had planned to murder
Catron and Faustino Ortiz. The informant said he would disclose
names of persons involved and more details in exchange for a
reward and protection, but Catron apparently rejected the offer. ll
The following February, several shots were fired through the
window of Catron's law office in Santa Fe. The Santa Fe Daily New
Mexican reported that several unidentified men on horses had fired
the shots, one of which struck J. Arturo Ancheta of Grant County,
who was attending a meeting with Catron. Ancheta's wound was
not fatal, and the gunfire struck no one else. 12
The next day, a group demanded a full-scale investigation, and
Catron introduced Council Bill 122, requesting funds to pay for
the investigation. Arguing that Ancheta had been "shot while conducting business for the [territorial] Council," Catron persuaded
legislators that public money ought to be used to bring the "culprits
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to justice." At the same time, Governor LeBaron Bradford Prince
was authorized to hire a private detective to infiltrate "secret groups,"
who, according to Prince, were undermining public order. 13
Catron was convinced he had been the prime target. The Santa
Fe New Mexican, which Catron and the ring controlled, argued
that past antagonisms had led to the shooting. Surely, the New
Mexican reasoned, Ancheta was too young-he was serving his first
term in the Assembly-to have gained such bitter enemies this
early in his political career; so Catron must have been the intended
victim. 14 Governor Prince agreed, dismissing the possibility of an
attack on Ancheta. 15 Democrats and members of the Knights of
Labor believed, however, that Ancheta had been the intended
victim because of his opposition to legislation favoring the Santa
Fe Ring.
Five months earlier the Knights of Labor had written to T. V.
Powderly, national leader of the Knights, analyzing social conditions in New Mexico. The Knights accused Catron and his "cormorants" of "entrenching themselves behind technical forms oflaw
in the possession ofvast tracts of community grant land.... " These
"community land thieves and public corruptionists," including leading lawyers, prominent politicians, and businessmen of different
stripes, had used "corrupt and tyrannical practices to carry out
their evil deeds." Cultivating "close relations with the all-powerful
Spanish-Mexican rico class," the ring had "gained economic and
political control throughout the Territory." Meanwhile, the "mass
of the poor people" had been "systematically robbed by means of
the courts and legal processes." The "clandestine and violent resistance" of the people was therefore an understandable response
to the wholesale corruption in New Mexico. This letter from the
Knights, who for a period of time united with Las Gorras Blancas,
a San Miguel county-based organization fighting to retain their
land, clarified their interpretation of the social context in which
they believed political violence was taking place. 16
Ring members countered, accusing the "Mexican Knights of Labor" of depredations and outrages. 17 According to Prince, a Pinkerton agent had "found that everywhere among the Mexican Knights
there [was] the most bitter feeling against land-owners" and others
thought to be opponents. The Knights and the White Caps, whom
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the ring saw as the same, "constantly talk[ed] of killing," and one
member even recommended "the knife instead of the pistol" because it was noiseless. 18
In addition, the accusation continued, the "Mexicans" who had
joined these groups were "very ignorant and excitable" and would
be stirred up "to almost any deed of vjolence." Indeed, a "few
dangerous demagogues" controlled these men, and together terrorized the region. The situation in New Mexico could "not be
judged by American standards, as if the people were intelligent
Anglo-Saxons, [for] here it [was] entirely different!"19
Two days after Ancheta was shot, Governor Prince wired James
McParland of the Denver Pinkerton Agency, requesting an investigator. McParland sent agent Charles A. Siringo, alias Charles L.
Allison and Charles T. Leon, to infiltrate the Knights of Labor and
Las Gorras Blancas. Siringo later wrote he had been assigned the
case because he knew a "little Mexican."2o Governor Prince, Solicitor General F. O. Bartlett, and Catron were the only ones privy
to Siringo's sleuthing, which was paid for by public funds.
Based on Siringo's information, McParland's initial report pointed
a finger at Chavez. "From the little information" available, McParland wrote, "Catron was the target and sheriff Chavez is at the
bottom of it. "21 Nearly three weeks later, McParland told Prince
that the "Operative" (Siringo) should "cultivate Chavez's acquaintance" to secure pertinent information. In McParland's view the
White Caps, the Knights of Labor, and the Democrats were all the
same and to be treated as opponents. 22
In April, Siringo wrote to Prince describing Nicanor Herrera as
the "worst of the White Cap leaders" and as one who swore that
Catron had "to die before the next election."23 While Nicanor was
"a fine looking specimen of the Mexican race," with "jet black wavy
hair, reaching to his shoulders," he had a "fierce facial expression
that portended evil to his enemies. "24
Siringo also reported meeting a Mr. Donihue, married to a cousin
of Herrera, and "a democrat and a warm friend of Chavez. "Donihue
attacked the ring and asserted that the territorial legislature should
appropriate $20,000 "to hunt up the shooters" of Ancheta and place
those funds in the hands of Sheriff Chavez. 25 On the other side,
McParland wrote Prince a few days later that Herrera and his two
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brothers intensely disliked Catron and that they knew "all about
the assassination attempt. "26
Siringo agreed with McParland's attempt to tie Chavez to the
Knights of Labor. Noting that Chavez was the "master workman
of the lodge here," Siringo revealed that Chavez wanted him to
accompany Chavez "to the big K. of L. convention in Las Vegas
on the 9th .... " Siringo concluded that "the sheriff and the gang"
had planned the shooting. 27 The next day, Siringo added that he
was "satisfied" Chavez and Pedro Delgado, a Santa Fe Democrat,
were "at the bottom" of the plot; and he was convinced that they
were planning another attack on Catron. Delgado had admitted
that they were after Catron but would not reveal whether they
would "have him killed or not. When I first questioned him about
the shooting," Siringo wrote, "his actions convicted him in my
mind."28
According to Siringo, Stanley Pardello, a member of the Knights,
had admitted "that the shots were fired at Catron and that Ancheta
was hit by accident." But, he added, there would be another try
before the next election. 29 A week later McParland wrote to Prince
that he was convinced that Sheriff Chavez had instigated the attempted assassination. In addition, Chavez's allies, the Garcias from
Ojo de la Vaca, McParland continued, had "pretended to be Republicans and friendly to Catron for past favors he bestowed on
them, but [their] friendliness [was] merely a pretext. "30
The investigation by the Pinkertons ended in late July, Siringo
admitting that he had failed to identify positively the men who had
fired the shots. In his concluding report, McParland wrote Governor Prince:
The country is certainly in a bad state, although it may not appear
on the surface, but we have the inside facts. It is true that in all
such cases there are a lot of blow hards, who never do anything but
talk, but at the same time, they excite other people to commit
crimes. I consider that the secret society of White Caps is traveling
in [this] ... direction in New Mexico. 31

After the shooting of Ancheta in Santa Fe, several persons tried
to gain Catron's favor. Elfego Baca, deputy U.S. marshall, offered
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his help, telling Catron of a conversation he had overheard leading
him to believe there had been a plot to murder Catron. The motive
apparently stemmed from Catron's opposition to certain legislation,
but Baca did not elaborate. 32
Another correspondent, Wilmot E. Broad, manager of the Tierra
Amarilla Land Grant (which Catron owned and controlled), told
Catron that two of his enemies, Refugio Martinez and Ramon Archuleta, had been in Santa Fe at the time of the shooting. Broad
considered Martinez "loco and dangerous," and Archuleta, he said,
was a member of the White Caps. Although the men became immediate suspects, no formal action was taken against them. Still
another writer urged that a sizable reward be offered, which, as
he put it, would scare "the murdering sons of bitches. "33
But it was Thomas Branigan, a loyal Republican, who may have
produced the most significant clue in the shooting. Branigan told
Catron of a conversation he had overheard in an Albuquerque
restaurant between Romulo Martinez, a Santa Fe County Democratic party leader, and several other men. Branigan said Martinez
had bitterly cursed Catron, saying "he was damn sorry" for having
dissuaded a man from killing Catron. Martinez had not mentioned
names, but Branigan assumed the man was the same one who had
opposed Catron's take-over of the Chama Land Grant. 34
Meanwhile, two Democratic ward politicians in Santa Fe, Sylvestre Gallegos and Francisco Borrego, became embroiled in a
dispute in the summer of 1891 that would help bring about the
Chavez murder. When Borrego left the Democratic party and began collaborating with Catron, Gallegos denounced Borrego and
challenged him to a fight. In the ensuing gun battle, Borrego shot
Gallegos through the head, killing him instantly. Charged with
murder Borrego stood trial, Catron serving as legal counsel and
bondsman. Pleading self-defense, Borrego won acquittal. Following the trial, Borrego claimed Francisco Chavez had viciously assaulted him after the shoot-out, and he promised revenge on Chavez.
Even before the trial Borrego had charged that on 28 December
1889 Chavez had brutally beaten him with a pistol.
The political violence reached an apex on 29 May 1892, when
Chavez was gunned down. La Voz reported that Chavez and Atilano
Gold left a bar in Santa Fe and started walking toward Chavez's
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home. After they crossed the Guadalupe bridge, shots rang out
from behind a telegraph pole located inside the cemetery. Struck
once, Chavez spoke his last words: "Estos brutos me han asesinado"
(these brutes have assassinated me).35 Three more shots also struck
Chavez. Gold reported that other shots aimed at him had missed,
but it soon became clear that Gold had taken part in the plot,
persuading Chavez to leave the bar shortly before 10:00 p. m., and
convincing him to walk his fateful route. 36
A large group of people gathered immediately, demanding an
investigation. Working with two bloodhounds from the penitentiary, investigators located two cartridges from a Colt .45 revolver
and the footprints of two men, but they were unable to locate the
persons who fired the shots. Later, an autopsy showed that a bullet
from a Winchester rifle had pierced Chavez's heart. The investigation also revealed that on the day of his death Chavez had been
fearful because, as he said, "La gavilla anda tras de mi" (the gang
is after me).37
Catron was enroute to the Republican National Convention in
Council Bluffs, Iowa, when he learned about the assassination.
Miguel A. Otero, who was with Catron at the time, later recalled:
"Mr. Catron appeared deeply interested and worried, remarking
to me, 'these damn fools would never have done this had I been
there,'" but Otero did not elaborate on Catron's cryptic comment. 38
Four days after Chavez died, his ally Juan Pablo Dominguez
confronted. Borrego, whom he suspected of having been involved
in Chavez's cold-blooded murder. In the ensuing shoot-out, Borrego killed Dominguez. Charged with murder, Borrego went on
trial in the summer of 1893. Catron again represented him; again
pleading self-defense, Borrego won acquittal. 39
Finally, in January 1894, twenty months after Chavez's murder,
Francisco Borrego and his brother Antonio, Lauriano Alarid, and
Patricio Valencia were arrested on suspicion of first degree murder.
A fifth suspect, Hipolito Vigil, was killed resisting arrest. The Santa
Fe New Mexican, now under Democratic control, charged that
former Governor Prince, a Republican, had protected the suspects
by not pressing for an investigation during his tenure in office. 40
On 14 January 1894, an exhaustive preliminary hearing began
with Judge Edward P. Seeds presiding. Catron and Charles Spiess

San Francisco Weekly Examiner, 11 March 1897, pp. 14-15.

DURAN: POLITICAL VIOLENCE IN SANTA FE

299

represented Borrego, et aI., and District Attorney Jacob H. Crist
assisted by Napoleon B. Laughlin were the prosecutors. A witness
for the prosecution, Juan Gallegos, soon revealed that in late 1891
Hipolito Vigil and the Borrego brothers, on orders from the Alliance
League (which had organized to fight the Knights and Las Gorras
Blancas) had urged him to help murder Chavez. For his participation he had been promised $700 from Catron and the lawyer's
legal counsel in case troublearose after the murder. 4 !
After Chavez's death, Felix Martinez, editor of La Voz del Pueblo
and a perennial foe of the ring, heightened his attacks on the ring
and the Alliance League. Martinez encouraged young Mexicanos
to struggle against oppression by urging them to fight against a
man (Catron) who held "a whip in one hand and a· bone in the
other." "Where is the dignity in this?" La Voz asked. The main
question of the day, the editor added, "is not one of political parties,
but one of a struggle of hone~t people against monoplies and their
gang of paid assassins. It is a fight against land thieves and those
that steal the people's money." In the same issue, La Voz, drawing
upon the testimony of Francisco Anaya, reported that Chavez had
known of a plot by the Alliance League to kill him. A member of
the League with Twitchell, Catron, Antonio Ortiz y Salazar, Hipolito Vigil, Francisco Borrego, and others, Anaya revealed that
Los Caballeros de Ley y Orden (the Knights of Law and Order),
another secret group aligned with the Alliance League, had been
organized two years before to help carry out the underhanded
designs of the league. 42
Meanwhile Catron charged that the Democrats were trying to
pin Chavez's murder on him and his confederates. Defending himself, Catron said he was a Mason and belonged to other benevolent
societies; but these "secret societies," he continued, were to help
"fallen brothers," the needy, and "widows and orphans." Then Catron added: "Democrats want the public to believe I am at the
bottom of the Chavez murder. I will tell you a little secret. I miss
Mr. Francisco Chavez more than the democrats do. He had pledged
to support me for U. S. delegate. It was in my interest to protect

" "43
h1m.

In answer to Catron and his associates, the Santa Fe Sun asserted
that the Alliance League had the gall to accuse the Knights of Labor
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"of destroying fences when they are the ones that secretly practice
inquisition, condemning to death brutally and cowardly those that
protest their abuse and thievery. "44 Alliance members, however,
justified the league's existence as a self-defense· measure against
what they considered verbal and physical attacks of the Knights of
Labor and Las Gorras Blancas. 45
During these charges and countercharges, the suspects in the
Chavez murder were bound without bond to district court in early
1894. Judge Edward P. Seeds, relying heavily on the testimony of
Juan Gallegos, decided on a trial. Seeds also considered the testimony of Francisco Rivera, who had turned state's evidence and
who said he had seen the defendants at the scene just before the
murder. The defendants, meanwhile, insisted they were playing
cards at the time, but they could not substantiate their alibi. 46
A short while later, Catron received a letter from Juliana Chavez,
the deceased's mother. The missive, which was later published in
the Santa Fe New Mexican (8 March), was an attack on Catron and
his alleged role in the murder of Francisco Chavez. Mrs. Chavez
wrote:
Mr. Catron, you are not above suspicion of knowing more about the
assassination of my son than you have ever found it convenient to
reveal, this suspicion is a natural one, the murderers as far as discovered are political partisans of yours, they frequented your office,
were of the same society, sworn with you to mutually protect each
other, you have always defended· them in their commissions of crimes,
you have gone on their jail bonds and thus turned them loose on
the community to commit other murders. . . . 47

The biographer of Catron claims that his enemies wrote the letter
to embarrass Catron. Whether Chavez's mother wrote the letter
is not clear, but evidently some people believed the accusations. 48
After a delay of more than a year, the trial of Borrego et aI.,
began in April 1895 during a special term of the Santa Fe District
Court. By then Napoleon B. Laughlin, one of the prosecutors in
the preliminary hearing, was a judge in the First Judicial District,
so he disqualified himself, and Humphrey B. Hamilton, district
judge for the Fifth District, was assigned to the widely publicized
case. The trial continued for nearly six weeks at a cost of $5,000.
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A long parade of witnesses appeared, and newspapers published
blow-by-blow accounts. After bitterly contested proceedings, the
jury on 29 May found the defendants guilty of first-degree murder,
three years to the day after the assassination. The prosecution used
the same damaging evidence presented in the preliminary hearings
to prove its case against the defendants. Many years later attorney
William Keleher called the trial "the most celebrated criminal case"
after the treason trials of the Taos Revolt in 1847. 49
The testimony of Juan Gallegos helped clarify events leading to
the assassination of Chavez. He recounted a conversation with
Hipolito Vigil on the first day of the 1890-91 Territorial legislature
in which Vigil had said: "what we want is to kill Francisco Chavez."
One day later when Gallegos met with Francisco Borrego and Vigil
in a saloon near Catron's office Vigil told him, "compadre ... we
want to kill Chavez for his political views and we want you to do
it because Chavez has a good deal of confidence in you. He will
not mistrust you as he mistrusts us." Borrego then added:
by killing Chavez there will not be a Democratic party and then we
shall reign. Do you remember when I killed Sylvestre Gallegos?
What have they done to me? Nothing, And they will not do anything
to me. And why will they not do anything to me? Because I am
clinging to the strong arm, which is Mr. Catron's. Besides being
very rich, he is a very good lawyer; and for that you shall have a
'
very good reward. 50

.

In yet another meeting, Borrego told Gallegos:
The reward is already ready to kill Chavez; as soon as you kill him
Mr. Catron will deliver to you seven hundred dollars and in' case
they find out you are the one, Catron will help you out. Mr. Catron
will defend you; and for this we shall have a regular meeting and
in the regular meeting we shall appoint those'who are to kill Chavez,
and he who would not do it will have to suffer the consequences. 51

Later, according to Gallegos, Vigil told him "this is the best place
to kill Chavez [just past Catron's office]' this is the best street to
kill him." Then Vigil outlined the manner in which they would
close in on Chavez and provide proper signals when Gallegos was
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to shoot. He promised Gallegos a good pistol and urged him to
aim at Chavez's "thick" body. "We will take care of anyone who
tries to go after you," Vigil promised. 52
Gallegos testified that he led them to believe he had acceded to
their request, but, upon reflection, he decided against participating
in the plot and sent Chavez a note alerting him of the conspiracy.
The note, which Gallegos identified during the trial, was found
among Chavez's papers. Gallegos left New Mexico for a short period
oftime, fearing reprisal from the "Button Gang" for not cooperating,
but returned to New Mexico to testify in the trial. According to
the San Francisco Weekly Examiner, when Catron heard Gallegos
testifY, "a ghastly pallor spread over Catron's face, his jaw dropped
and a look of fear came into his eyes." The reporter said Catron
had collapsed soon after and was confined to bed with shingles. 53
Francisco Rivera, who turned state's evidence, added other details to the assassination plot. He testified that he had gone to
Hipolito's office on 23 May 1892 and that the four defendants were
there: "I don't remember which one of them said 'they had called
me to enter into an agreement to kill Chavez.' 1 hung my head
down and did not answer a word. "54 Later that evening, Rivera
continued, the four defendants and Vigil had met him at a local
bar. Vigil gave him a pistol and said, "let's go. "55 When District
Attorney Jacob Crist asked where they were going, Rivera replied:
"We were going to lie in wait for Francisco Chavez and kill him."56
Soon after, however, Rivera backed out of the conspiracy. Rivera
also recounted that on the night of 29 May he had seen the four
defendants and Vigil near the Guadalupe bridge just before 10:00
p.m. He described in detail where they were standing when he
heard the gunfire that struck Chavez: "I remember that Francisco
Borrego was behind the pole, with his back toward the chapel. The
other four were in front of him. Three of the defendants had pistols
and my namesake Francisco had a rifle-a Winchester. . . . "57
During the trial, several newspaper editors in the territory added
to the controversy by asserting that Catron had been involved in
some way in the murderous act. The Eddy Current said Catron
had employed the assassins, while Kistler of the Las Vegas Optic
wrote that if Catron had anything to do with the "gang of assassins"
he was defending, he too should be on trial. The Lordsburg Liberal
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did not doubt the accused's guilt, but feared tremendous pressure
wouid make conviction virtually impossible. The Silver City Eagle
blamed prominent Republicans for the "premeditated murder," and
the Eddy Independent noted a rumor persisted that a very important gentleman in the territory was implicated in the case. 58
After the guilty verdict, the defense moved for a new trial and
for arrest of judgment, but both were denied, and the defendants
were sentenced to be executed on 10 July 1895. The case, however,
was appealed on writ of error and reviewed by the New Mexico
Supreme Court.
Before the highest court rendered judgment, however, Catron
had to defend himself in formal disbarment proceedings against
five separate and distinct charges of unprofessional conduct stemming from the trial. These charges against Catron and his defense
contradicting the charges provide illuminating glimpses into the
legal system of New Mexico in the 1890s.
First of all, Catron was accused of attempting to persuade Ike
Nowell, a material witness for the prosecution, to change his testimony or not to testify. In the preliminary hearing Nowell testified
that he had seen the Borrego brothers near the Guadalupe bridge
just before the assassination. At the disbarment proceedings Nowell
added that Catron had promised to defend Nowell in case he incriminated or perjured himself. The charge against Catron was
dismissed by the court because the only two witnesses (Catron and
Nowell) did "not appear before the court possessing equal credibility." In trying to encourage the court to reach such a conclusion,
Catron produced witnesses who discredited Nowell, saying that he
was a simple "hack driver," "a frontiersman," and accused him of
drinking "too much whiskey." In addition, Nowell was warned in
the streets and saloons of Santa Fe not to testify against Catron. 59
Secondly, Catron was accused of inducing Porfiria Martinez de
Strong to give false testimony in favor of the defendants. She testified that Fred Thayer, who worked· for Catron, and two other
men had gone to her home in Lamy at midnight and, leading her
to believe they were deputies, took her to Catron's law office in
Santa Fe where she slept and ate meals during the time she testified
at the trial. When cross-examined by the district attorney, she said
her previous testimony in the defendant's favor was untrue. She
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claimed her life had been threatened, that Catron's confidants had
intimidated her under false pretenses. Charles Spiess, Charles
Conklin, Thayer, and Catron all categorically contradicted her
statements. The court dismissed this charge, concluding that "Porfiriawas a very ignorant woman, who understood little English,
... could not read nor write her own language," and possessed a
"bad moral reputation."60
Next, Catron was charged with trying to "influence or improperly
control" the testimony of prosecution witness, Max Knodt, a disinterested and impartial party. Catron allegedly gave Knodt a train
pass to Fort Wingate to visit "a lady friend," who had been Catron's
"servant," in exchange for improper testimony. This charge was also
dismissed after Knodt was described as a poor man, "a foreigner
with little education, who spoke broken English, very poor Spanish, bad German," and a "butcher by trade. "61
The fourth charge accused Catron of attempting to persuade the
mother (Mrs. Rosa Gonzales) of two sons, who were material witnesses, to "get them away from court," to get them to change their
testimony, or better still, not to testify. Gonzales testified that
Catron had asked her into his office and had offered to write a
letter supporting her application for a pension as the widow of a
war veteran. When she offered to pay Catron's legal fees for writing
the letter, he refused payment, saying all he wanted was her cooperation in assisting his clients. She refused, stating, "1 would not
meddle in my sons' affairs-l do not dictate to my family." Catron
then offered money to "induce her sons to testify in behalf of the
Borregos, or not to testify against them."62 Only Catron and Gonz:Hes were present during this verbal exchange, and Catron used
this fact to his advantage. When he took the stand he "positively
without hesitation, and without qualification wholly and absolutely
denied her statement." The court said it was forced to believe
Catron since Gonzales' character was "such as to render her unworthy of credit." She was described as "a very old ignorant woman,
in extreme straits of poverty and distress, and denominated by
some of the impeaching witnesses as a 'procuress."'63
Finally, Catron was accused of attempting to influence the testimony of Mauricio Gonzales. Mauricio and his brother, Luis, also
an important prosecution witness, were attacked as "unworthy of
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belief," as "ignorant, possessed of a certain degree of cunning, but
of idle and dissolute characters, without any designated occupation." Mter their characters were- undermined, this charge against
Catron was also dismissed.
Justice Gideon D. Bantz, concurring with the majority opinion,
asserted that accusations against Catron came from persons who
did not "commend themselves to confidence, and [that] such testimony [could] not outweigh that of men of respectable reputation."65 Justice Laughlin, in a dissenting opinion, argued that while
leading persons and officials of the area would not accept the opinion of Catron's critics, largely because of their "lower-class status,"
he was convinced that this class had become "cognizant of the
commission of crime, and expose[d] and furnish[ed] testimony for
its detection and punishment. "66 Laughlin added that "the law protects with its mantle of mercy, alike, the rich and poor, the high
and the low; and those four men now awaiting in solemn solitude
... are just as much entitled to their lives as the respondent is to
practice law at this bar. "67 Despite these legal controversies that
plagued Catron, he survived, continuing to practice law, while the
four defendants were hanged and Chavez was eliminated.
After the trial, Patricio Valencia and "Chino" Alarid confessed to
their part in the murder, but they pointed to Francisco Borrego
and Hipolito Vigil as most responsible for the assassination. While
one scholar concludes that these men confessed voluntarily, some
newspapers and the defense attorneys believed that the confessions
were made to bring about pardons or less harsh sentences. 68
Mter reviewing the case, the Supreme Court found no substantive errors in Judge Hamilton's lower court and affirmed judgment
against the accused. The New Mexican agreed with the court's
decision, proclaiming that "murder must be stamped out in fair
New Mexico," and publishing the full text of the court's opinion
written by Thomas Smith, chief justice, calling it a "learned, luminous and able" opinion. "The evidence of the court," Smith had
argued, was "abundant to establish that the accused unlawfully,
feloniously, willfully, and purposefully shot Francisco Chavez with
a deliberate intention to take his life.... "69 Execution was scheduled for 24 September 1896.
Catron went to great lengths to delay execution, appealing to
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President William McKinley for reprieve, then to the u.s. supreme Court for writ of habeas corpus, but to no avail. According
to one commentator: ''Tpe persistent and able efforts of Catron and
Spiess to save the criminals from the gallows became increasingly
unpopular. 70
Meanwhile, the Borrego brothers made a desperate attempt to
escape from jail. Unsuccessful, they were subsequently transferred
to the penitentiary and kept under close guard. Francisco Borrego
confided to a fellow prisoner about a plot to kill Sheriff William P.
Cunningham and Governor William T. Thornton if efforts to save
him failed. 71 Efforts did fail, and Francisco and Antonio Borrego,
Patricio Valencia, and "Chino" Alarid were executed on 2 April
1897. La Voz decried their deaths: "If it is true that the guilty were
used, it is indeed a tragedy. It is sad for New Mexico that her sons
should be used. Neo-Mexicanos must be more independent. Do
not be misled by barbaros who will ever force you to sacrifice your
life. "72
Strongly opposing the activities of Catron and the Santa Fe Ring,
La Voz believed the four Mexicanos found guilty had become pawns
of ring leaders to eliminate Chavez from the political scene. In
short, La Voz interpreted Chavez's murder as part of broader political relationships in which violence as an extreme form of conflict
played a central part.
Indeed, assassination in the last quarter of the nineteenth century in New Mexico did become a technique of political action;
organized violence became an acceptable means of achieving specific goals. Conspirators planned and controlled a system of violence, and a perverse "logic" of political murder pervaded the territory.
Assuming a "contagious" character, each violent episode stimulated
other events in a chain partly motivated by retribution. 73 Violence
was rationally conceived and implemented, and most victims knew
in advance of the direct and severe means that could be used in
the exercise of power. Generally, this violence was symptomatic of
social problems stemming primarily from conflict over control of
land and its resources.
Not surprisingly, Victor Westphall, the sympathetic biographer
of Catron, blames the violence of the "Button Gang" on "the lower
class members," on "the man on the street," on "those of limited
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privilege in social attainments," or on "the rank and file" like the
Borrego brothers and other "bad" Mexicans. 74 Such untenable assumptions or conclusions, however, fail to grapple with more complex and appropriate questions.
The function of the rule of law in power relationships, for example, is such a question. These relationships are partially mediated by the logic, rules, and procedures of the law. Although the
law, like other institutions, justifies existent class and race relations,
it has an independent life, and sometimes appears to the powerful
and to the powerless, to uphold standards of equity based on universal, logical criteria. In this case in the 1890s Catron and the
class he represented played power games according to established
rules, arrived at seemingly through consensus, but they made certain their interests were protected. When they blatantly abused
the rules in order to maintain control, they risked losing the entire
game. Paradoxically, when Catron was charged with unprofessional
conduct, the rules of the game were further legitimated by the
accusations against him, and the controlling forces consolidated
their power to a greater extent because now "everyone knew that
all were equal under the law." As an example of this sophisticated
use of the law, Catron went on to become president of the New
Mexico Bar Association, was elected U.S. delegate, and, in 1913,
became one of New Mexico's first U.S. senators.
The rhetoric and rules of nineteenth-century New Mexico were
not always a sham. At times, although infrequently, but often enough
to maintain relative stability and continuity, the behavior of powerful cliques such as the Santa Fe Ring was modified and checked
by law. This dimension of the rule of law convinced the powerless
at least of its potential utility. They sensed that the law could be
one alternative in their struggle for survival. 75
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THE INDIANS' LAST STAND:
A REVIEW ESSAY

PAUL ANDREW HUITON

THE INDIAN FRONTIER OF THE AMERICAN WEST 1846-1890. By Robert M. Utley.
Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1984. Pp. xxi, 325. mus., notes,
bibliog., and index. $19.95 cloth, $10.95 paper.
IN 1963 ROBERT M. UTLEY'S The Last Days of the Sioux Nation, a narrative history
of the tragedy at Wounded Knee, was published. It received wide acclaim and
despite a plethora of publications on the same topic in recent years has never
been in danger of being supplanted. Since that book Utley has turned away from
strictly Indian history to frontier military topics. His superb volumes in the Macmillan "Wars of the United States" series, Frontiersman in Blue (1967) and Frontier
Regulars (1973), won him recognition as the dean of frontier military historians.
He helped profeSSionalize that field of study, long dominated by antiquarians,
and laid firm foundations that other historians have since built upon. With The
Indian Frontier of the American West 1846-1890, Utley returns to the field of
Indian history. It is indeed an auspicious return, for Utley has written a modern
classic. His book, marked by insightful analysis, clear interpretation, and vivid
narrative, is the finest synthesis ever to appear on this topic.
Most historians of this subject have begun their work with the rapid white
expansion westward following the Civil War. Utley, however, wisely begins his
narrative with the American conquest of the Southwest in the Mexican War. This
allows him to delineate carefully the continuity of white policy and Indian response
before and after the Civil War. It was, Utley contends, the westward march of
General Stephen Watts Kearny's Army of the West that symbolically "set off the
process of confrontation and conflict between whites and the Indians of the TransMississippi West" (p. 4).
Utley sets his stage with a masterful description of the "Indian West at Midcentury." He takes great pains to point out the wide diversity of the Indian cultures
that confronted the white onslaught. He is also anxious to make clear that none
of them existed as "a pristine aboriginal group, untouched by white influence"
(p. 11). The four centuries of white presence in North America had at least
indirectly impacted upon even those Indians who had never seen a white man.
j
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The white man's horse, of course, had enabled several tribes to move permanently
onto the Great Plains and develop a thriving economy and culture based around
the buffalo hunt. Within a century that culture collapsed with the white man's
slaughter of the great buffalo herds. Horses, the gun, liquor, various other trade
goods, Christianity, and, above all, white diseases had an enormous impact on
the western tribes. Utley holds that until 1846 "the changes [wrought on Indians
by white influence] had been evolutionary and mostly within the bounds of traditional culture. Henceforth they would be revolutionary and finally destructive
of traditional culture" (p. 30). The story of that "revolutionary change" is at the
heart of his book. 2
The emergence of a continental republic in 1848 forced American politicians
to develop a new Indian policy. Utley, drawing on the work of such scholars as
Bernard Sheehan and Richard Slotkin, traces the evolution of Indian policy from
vague Jeffersonian ideas of assimilation to the removal policy of Jefferson's heirs.
The disappearance ofthe so-called "Permanent Indian Frontier" led Commissioner
of Indian Affairs William Medill to suggest, in 1848, the creation of Indian "colonies" in the West. This concept won the enthusiastic approval of the bureaucrats
who followed Medill and became an established policy by the 1850s. "In broad
outline," Utley succinctly explains, "the reservation policy called for concentrating
the Indians on small, well-defined tracts of land, protecting them from white
contamination, teaching them to become self-sufficient farmers, and conferring
on them the blessings of white Christian civilization" (p. 46).3
Creating Indian reservations was one thing, but forcing the natives onto them
was something else. The Indian wars after 1848, Utley contends, were all caused
by Indian resistance to the reservation system. Indian violence was not directed
against individual white outrages, but rather against the slow cultural and psychological strangulation that awaited on the reservation. Such a broad interpretation opens itself to the finding of numerous exceptions (the personal vendetta
of C~chise for instance), but overall it presents a valid, comprehensive interpretation for a half-century of warfare. It is the first coherent, all-encompassing
interpretation put forward to explain Indian-white conflict.
Utley corrects past accounts that suggested that the Indians rebelled once
federal troops were withdrawn from the West to fight on eastern Civil War battlefields. There were, in fact, far more troops in the West during the Civil War
than either before or after. These troops, however, were for the most part western
volunteers, and they proved far more willing to employ ruthless measures against
the natives than the regular army had been. The result was vicious conflict with
Sioux, Cheyenne, Navajo, Comanche, Shoshone, and Apache groups. Utley covers
these conflicts only briefly, focusing on a few case studies such as the Minnesota
Sioux uprising and the Navajo War. Nor does Utley neglect the tragic fate of the
Cherokee, who allied themselves with the Confederacy and suffered greatly for
it. The climax, of course, came at Sand Creek, Colorado, in 1864, in a ghastly
massacre that called federal policy into question. 4
Utley shows that U. S. Grant's so-called Peace Policy, the subject of considerable
recent scholarship, was in reality a pragmatic effort to concentrate "friendly"
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Indians on reservations while making unrelenting war on "hostiles" off the reservation. That churchmen came to dominate the Indian agencies resulted more
from Grant's effort to spite congressional spoilsmen who blocked his attempt to
use army officers as agents rather than any humanitarianism on his part. Despite
much window dressing, Utley sadly concludes that under Grant, "the old Indian
system flourished in all its brazen immorality" (p. 155). The very name of Grant's
policy was a misnomer, for "the era of the Peace Policy featured some of the
bitterest warfare in the history ofIndian relations" (p. 155).5
Those in search of detailed military history will be disappointed in Utley's
account of that warfare. He is not interested in refighting the Indian wars in this
volume, and famous campaigns receive only passing comment. The Battle of the
Washita receives but a short paragraph, the Red River War less than two pages,
and the Little Big Horn only half a page. Other campaigns, such as the Nez Perce
War and the Geronimo outbreak, receive more attention, but Utley's intent is to
provide only a brief overview. What he writes, however, is gripping. He opens
his chapter with detailed descriptions of an army scouting expedition against the
Apaches and a Kiowa raid into Texas. Each vividly illustrates the typical warfare
experience of white man and Indian in the West. His detailed notes and excellent
bibliography will direct readers to more fulsome accounts, including his own
definitive studies of the military frontier. His finely drawn personality profiles
and his insightful overview of the campaigns will undoubtedly spark interest and
lead to further reading. 6
One of the book's strongest chapters concerns the white reformers who literally
destroyed the Indians with heartfelt sympathy and sincere concern. Citizenship,
Indian education, and purification of the Indian Bureau were major humanitarian
concerns, but their main weapon to save the Indian from himself was individual
land ownership. They looked for a quick panacea, as did other reformers dedicated
to prohibition, civil service reform, or a host of other Gilded Age causes, and
they found it in the granting of lands in severalty. The resultant Dawes Act of
1887 eventually proved to be a complete disaster for the Indians. It failed to
protect Indians in their ownership of the land and failed to transform Indians into
yeoman farmers; nor did it reduce Indian dependency. It succeeded in only one
of its goals: transferring Indian landholdings to white ownership. Utley is steadfastly unwilling to condemn the reformers as has been the recent trend. "Beyond
satisfying the imperative to make the land blossom," Utley writes concerning the
Dawes Act, "reformers also sincerely foresaw a host ofcivilizing influences accruing
from individual ownership of land and the values, attitudes and way of life thus
forced on the individual owner. Though scarcely a recompense to the victims,
the evidence of high-minded motivation is simply too overwhelming to be buried
in a later generation's guilt over the hardship and injustice inflicted on the Indians"
(p. 269). Utley's story is more complex, especially in human terms, than a simple
morality tale of good and evil, right and wrong. 7
There was, of course, a sharp difference between the theoretical plans of the
reformers and the actual operation of Indian policy on the reservation. "Not amid
the cushioned comforts of Lake Mohonk, but on the reservations, where the
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spoilsman ran the programs, were the theories of the reformers put to the test
... ," Utley writes. "But the polished lobby of Mohonk House differed from the
hard environment and society of the reservation as night differed from day, and
what seemed so ideal and attainable at Mohonk proved considerably less so on
the reservation" (p. 226). Utley goes on to describe the sad litany of broken
promises and cultural repressions that marked life on the reservations. He contrasts the mindset of the humanitarian reformers and Christian missionaries with
that of the Indian agents and the Indians themselves. It becomes clear that even
those on both sides who worked hard to understand one another failed miserably.
Once again this is not a tale of villains or heroes, even though Utley concentrates
on individual lives to spin his narrative where possible. Rather it is a story of
mutual misunderstanding and failed communication that led to ultimate tragedy. 8
That last great tragedy, of course, occurred at Wounded Knee, South Dakota,
in 1890. Utley does not regard Wounded Knee as the last act of the Indian wars,
for he argues that "warfare ended in 1886 at Skeleton Canyon, Arizona, with the
collapse of the last armed resistance to the reservation system. Instead of armed
challenge to the reservation, the Ghost Dance was a desperate bid for divine
salvation where all else failed" (p. 257). The tragedy occurred, according to Utley,
because of the militant form that the Ghost Dance assumed among the Sioux and
as a result of misunderstanding, distrust, and an incompetent agent.
Utley can never be accused of acting the part of an apologist for the army, but
in this book and in The Last Days of the Sioux Nation he seems more willing
than others might be to excuse gross military incompetence. He acknowledges
the recent criticism leveled at his earlier work by anthropologist Raymond J.
DeMallie, but dismisses it. DeMallie criticized Utley for refusing to accept the
basic religious nature of the Ghost Dance, and for overemphasizing its militancy.
Utley's interpretation of the Ghost Dance in this volume will not satisfy his critics. 9
Utley's book will find wide acceptance among the general public because of its
superb, fast-paced narrative. For the same reason it will undoubtedly prove popular as a classroom text. The many excellent maps and well-chosen illustrations
will add to its appeal. Unfortunately the illustrations are sometimes poorly reproduced and arranged on the page. The detailed illustration captions are nicely
done, but their grouping together is a bit confusing and leads to much distracting
white-space on numerous pages. It is a shame that such a magnificent work of
scholarly synthesis should be even slightly marred by defective book design.
Specialists, as well as students and the general reader, can profit from this
admirable book. It is a worthy addition to the distinguished "Histories of the
American Frontier" established by Ray Allen Billington and now edited by Howard
Lamar, Martin Ridge, and David Weber. When established, this series was distinctly Turnerian, but Utley rejects Frederick Jackson Turner's one-dimensional
interpretation of national expansion and character. It was not in conquest that the
uniqueness of America was born, Utley argues, but rather "in the cultural crossfertilization that occurred first in the frontier zones and, more recently, in an
America that welcomes and encourages the cultural, spiritual, political, and economic revival of the Indians and increasingly recognizes the rich contributions
they have made and continue to make to American life" (p. 272).
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Compellingly written, insightful in analysis, and bold in interpretation, The
Indian Frontier of the American West is narrative history at its very best. It will
stand the test of time and remain the standard work on its topic for many years
to come.
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(October 1975): 397-410; Richard White, "The Winning of the West: The Expansion of the Western Sioux in the Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries," journal
ofAmerican History 65 (September 1978): 319-43; Nancy Oestreich Lurie, "The
World's Oldest On-Going Protest Demonstration: North American Indian Drinking Patterns," Pacific Historical Review 40 (August 1971): 311-32; and Lewis O.
Saum, The Fur Trader and the Indian (Seattle: University of Washington Press,
1965).
3. A major concern of Utley's is how the white man's false image of Indians
led to the formation of policy. He draws upon the work of Robert F. Berkhofer,
Jr., The White Man's Indian: Images of the American Indian from Columbus to
the Present (New York: Knopf, 1978); Richard Slotkin, Regeneration through Violence: The Mythology of the Americ~n Frontier 1600-1860 (Middletown, Conn.:
Wesleyan University Press, 1973); a~d Francis Jennings, The Invasion ofAmerica:
Indians, Colonialism, and the Cant of Conquest (Chapel Hill: University of North
Carolina Press, 1975). A more recent work, one that Utley was unable to use, but
that has been quite well received, is Brian W. Dippie, The Vanishing American:
White Attitudes and U. S. Indian Policy (Middletown, Conn.: Wesleyan University
Press, 1982).
For the evolution of American Indian policy, see Bernard W. Sheehan, Seeds
of Extinction: jeffersonian Philanthropy and the American Indian (Chapel Hill:
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University of North Carolina Press, 1973); Ronald W. Satz, American Indian Policy
in the Jacksonian Era (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1975); and various
essays by Francis Paul Prucha, conveniently reprinted in Francis Paul Prucha,
Indian Policy in the United States: Historical essays (Lincoln: University of Ne"
braska Press, 1981). A study that Utley calls "basic to understanding Indian policy
in the decade following the Mexican War" (p. 276) is Robert A. Trennert, Jr.,
Alternative to Extinction: Federal Indian Policy and the Beginnings of the Res"
ervation System, 1846-51 (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1975). Another
recent work by the same author greatly adds to our knowledge of the economics
of Indian removal and the annuity system: Robert A. Trennert, Indian Traders
on the Middle Border: The House of Ewing, 1827-1854 (Lincoln: University of
Nebraska Press, 1981).
4. Recent scholarship on Indian policy during the Civil War includes Edmund
Jefferson Danziger, Jr., Indians and Bureaucrats: Administering the Reservation
Policy during the Civil War (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1974); David A.
Nichols, Lincoln and the Indians: Civil War Policy and Politics (Columbus: Uni"
versity of Missouri Press, 1978); H. Craig Miner and William E. Unrau, The End
of Indian Kansas: A Study ofCultu;al Revolution, 1854-1871 (Lawrence: Regents
Press of Kansas, 1978). For military affairs, see Gerald Thompson, The Army and
the Navajo: The Bosque Redondo Reservation Experiment, 1863-1868 (Tucson:
University ofArizona Press, 1976); Clifford E. Trafzer, The Kit Carson Campaign:
The Last Great Navajo War (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1982); and
Richard N. Ellis, General Pope and U. S. Indian Policy (Albuquerque: University
of New Mexico Press, 1970).
5. Grant's Peace Policy has been the subject of some notable recent scholarship,
which Utley was unable to draw upon. Robert H. Keller, Jr., American Protes"
tantism and United States Indian Policy, 1869-82 (Lincoln: University of Nebraska
Press, 1983) gives a detailed overview of the Peace Policy, while Clyde A. Milner
II, With Good Intentions: Quaker Work among the Pawnees, Otos, and Omahas
in the 1870s (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1982), provides an excellent
case study of the operation of the Nebraska superintendency. Adding to our
understanding of the Peace Policy is the fine biography of Grant's first Indian
commissioner by William H. Armstrong, Warrior in Two Camps: Ely S. Parker,
Union General and Seneca Chief (Syracuse, N. Y.: Syracuse University Press,
1978).
While Utley acknowledges earlier studies by Loring Benson Priest and Henry
Fritz, his main scholarly debt is to the standard work on this period: Francis Paul
Prucha, American Indian Policy in Crisis: Christian Reformers and the Indians
1865-1900 (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1976). Prucha's emphasis, of
course, is more on activities of the reform community than on politicians.
6. Utley's chapter on military affairs draws on his previous publications and
uses a wide variety of secondary sources. Most notable of these older standard
histories are Edgar I. Stewart, Custer's Luck (Norman: University of Oklahoma
Press, 1955); Dan L. Thrapp, The Conquest ofApacheria (Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press, 1967); James L. Haley, The Buffalo War: The History of the Red
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River Indian Uprising of 1874 (Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1976); William F.
Leckie, The Military Conquest of the Southern Plains (Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press, 1963); and Robert G. Athearn, William Tecumseh Sherman and
the Settlement of the West (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1956).
Some recent studies have sought to place frontier military history in a broader
context and have reflected a willingness to incorporate the Indians' side of the
story. Examples include Thomas W. Dunlay, Wolves for the Blue Soldiers: Indian
Scouts and Auxiliaries with the United States Army 1860-.90 (Lincoln: University
of Nebraska Press, 1982); Jerome A. Greene, Slim Buttes, 1876: An Episode of
the Great Sioux War (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1982); Paul L.
Hedren, First Scalp for Custer: The Skirmish at Warbonnet Creek, Nebraska,
July 17, 1876 (Glendale, Calif.: Arthur H. Clark Company, 1980); Michael L.
Tate, "The Multi-purpose Army on the Frontier: A Call for Further Research,"
in Ronald Lora, ed., The American West: Essays in Honor ofW. Eugene Hollon
(Toledo, Ohio: University of Toledo Press, 1980); and Paul A. Hutton, "Phil Sheridan's Pyrrhic Victory: The Piegan Massacre, Army Politics, and the Transfer
Debate," Montana the Magazine of Western History 32 (Spring, 1982): 32-43.
Biography has continued to be a popular format for frontier military studies.
Three recent biographies of note are Marvin E. Kroeker, Great Plains Command:
William B. Hazen in the Frontier West (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
1976); John w. Bailey, Pacifying the Plains: General Alfred Terry and the Decline
of the Sioux, 1866-18.90 (Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, 1979); and Don E.
Alberts, Brandy Station to Manila Bay: A Biography of General Wesley Merritt
(Austin: Presidial Press, 1981).
7. In his chapter on the reformers Utley again follows an interpretive line
similar to that of Prucha, American Indian Policy in Crisis. Another valuable study
is Robert Winston Mardock, The Reformers and the American Indian (Columbus:
University of Missouri Press, 1971). The iinportant role of the reformers has been
explored in two other more recent works. For a broad overview, consult Henry
Warner Bowden, American Indians and Christian Missions: Studies in Cultural
Conflict (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1981), and for a more detailed
account, see Frederick E. Hoxie, A Final Promise: The Campaign to Assimilate
the Indians, 1880-1920 (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1984). The origins
of Indian dependency are explored in three case studies by Richard White, The
Roots of Dependency: Subsistence, Environment, and Social Change among the
Choctaws, Pawnees, and Navajos (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1983).
8. Excellent studies of reservation life are provided by William T. Hagan,
United States-Comanche Relations: The Reservation Years (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1976); James C. Olson, Red Cloud and the Sioux Problem (Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 1965); and Donald J. Berthrong, The Cheyenne and
Arapaho Ordeal: Reservation and Agency Life in the Indian Terrritory, 18751.907 (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1976). Indian education is explored
in depth in Francis Paul Prucha, The Churches and the Indian Schools, 18881.912 (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1979). The effort to replace religious
contract schools with government schools is covered in Frederick E. Hoxie,
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"Redefining Indian Education: Thomas J. Morgan's Program in Disarray," Arizona
and the West 24 (Spring 1982): 5-18. For the boarding school experience, see the
case study by Robert A. Trennert, "Educating Indian Girls at Nonreservation
Boarding Schools, 1878-1920," Western Historical Quarterly 13 Guly 1982): 27190.
9. Raymond J. DeMallie, "The Lakota Ghost Dance: An Ethnohistorical Account," Pacific Historical Review 51 (November 1982): 385-406. For a more general criticism of the way Indian history has been written in the past, see Calvin
Martin, "Ethnohistory: A Better Way to Write Indian History," Western Historical
Quarterly 9 (January 1978): 41-56. For the most part, however, anthropologists
and ethnohistorians will find few faults with Utley's book.

BOOK NOTES
Reprinting of the work of William A. Keleher continues with the appearance
of The Maxwell Land Grant: A New Mexico Item (University of New Mexico Press,
cloth $19.95, paper $9.95). Keleher, an attorney, had a life-long passion for New
Mexico history and contributed five important books that stand as important
contributions to the field. Keleher covers the history of the grant from its origins
through the legal and political controversies and violence to the Supreme Court
decision of 1887 that upheld congressional confirmation of the grant. This book
and Keleher's other works established him as a significant historian of New Mexico's territorial period.
Other UNM Press reprints deal with Native American issues. To Live on This
Earth: American Indian Education by Estelle Fuchs and Robert J. Havighurst
(paper $11.95) was originally published in 1972 and was an important and often
penetrating assessment of American Indian education. It remains an important
work, and its value in this reprint edition is enhanced by an introduction by
Margaret Connell Szasz, author of Education and the American Indian. Szasz
places the book in context and evaluates developments in Indian education since
1972. New Perspectives on the Pueblos, edited by Alfonso Ortiz (paper $10.95), a
School of American Research book, was first published by UNM Press in 1972.
This book consists of papers presented at an advanced seminar at the School of
American Research in Santa Fe and includes essays on ecology, prehistory, ethnohistory, linguistics, social organization, religion, and other related topics. Authors
include Albert H. Schroeder, Dennis Tedlock, Robin Fox, Richard Ford, and AI
Ortiz with a summary by Fred Eggan. It was and is an important study of Pueblo
people.
The University of Oklahoma Press has also reprinted several works of interest
to students of the West and Southwest. The Navajos by Ruth Underhill (paper
$9.95) was published in 1956. This sweeping study of the Navajo people and their
history was slightly revised in 1967 with the addition of new, sketchy material on
the 1960s. Despite more recent works on more specific aspects of Navajo culture
and history, this volume remains a useful overview. Campaigning with Crook by
Charles King (paper $4.95) was first published in 1880 and then in 1964 by the
University of Oklahoma Press with an introduction by Don Russell. King, an
officer in the frontier army, wrote extensively about the western army. This book
is a contemporary account of the participation of the 5th Cavalry, of which King
was a part, in the campaign of 1876 against the Sioux and Cheyennes.

Book Reviews
MANY TENDER TIES: WOMEN IN FUR-TRADE SOCIETY, 1670-1870. By Sylvia
Van Kirk. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1983. Pp. 301. Illus., notes,
bibliog., index. $21.50 cloth, $9.95 paper.
Now COMES AN AMERICAN EDITION of a book first published in Canada in 1980,
and that, one assumes, attests to the warm welcome it has received. Certainly,
the subject matter has great interest, and here that is enhanced by a generally
sound presentation and by some arresting analyses. The women discussed in the
book were, by and large, those associated with English-speaking traders in what
is now Canada. Although various themes appear, a chronological development
informs the work-from the arrival of white traders, to native women's involvement with them a la facon du pays, to the emergence of mixed-blood women
who displaced native women as objects of traders' attentions, and on finally to
the appearance of at least a few white women with, concomitantly, such things
as increased racial tension, snobbery, and Christianity. Things of much merit
appear in the author's depiction of this sequence. For example, chapter three,
" 'Your Honors Servants,' " provides detailed and well-researched particulars of
what those who have taught or written about the trade have in a general way long
recognized, the "active role" (p. 75) and importance of those women in fishing,
constructing and repairing canoes, preparing pemmican, and a wide variety of
other activities.
It in no way denies such merits to note, however, that the book now and again
verges upon a tendentious tone. A m~ment of comparison of Many Tender Ties
with Jennifer S. H. Brown's Strangers in Blood, a quite similar book that also
appeared in 1980, may illuminate the matter. Strangers in Blood bears the subtitle,
Fur Trade Company Families in Indian Country. Brown focused on families, Van
Kirk on women: "This study supports the claims of theorists in women's history
that sex roles should constitute a category of historiCal investigation" (p. 5). If all
the past is our province, that claim, like many others, is unarguable, but it may
also explain some mildly curious constructions of that "active role" that appear
now and again in the book. When, for example, the mixed-blood wife of John
Ballenden became the focal point of scandal, we gain "insights into the way society
operated to pit women against one another," because other women were her
greatest vilifiers. It only appeared that those accusers acted in a "petty and vindictive" way. They receive exculpation because "they were locked into a system
which gave women no autonomous way of establishing their status and worth" (p.
229).
That word autonomous involves another motif of the book, a primitivistic or,
thinking of A. O. Lovejoy, perhaps a supposedly primitivistic one. Indian men,
we find here, do not deserve the reputation those of some tribes gained for abusing
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their women. Nothing other than "cultural prejudice" surfacing in "chivalrous
feelings" caused unperceptive white men to view dimly the Chipewyan practice
of taking another's wife by force (pp. 24-25). "Within her own sphere," it is
contended, "the Indian woman enjoyed an autonomy which was relatively greater
than that of her European counterpart at the time" (p. 83). Indian women succumbed to "the illusion that life at a fur-trade post had much to offer" (p. 85).
Shortly, that alien "social structure" had them "trapped" (p. 202), and it denied
them the autonomy that they may (or may not) have had ab origine. As is so often
the case, cultural relativism becomes a one-way street. Little wonder that the
book ends on a plaintive note, " 'A World We Have Lost.' " Such cavils aside, we
are in debt to Van Kirk and, by my lights, even more to Brown for elaborating
what James Douglas, one of the tougher traders, called the "many tender ties"
between white traders and the nonwhite women they encountered in the wilderness.

University of Washington

LEWIS O. SAUM

SARAH WINNEMUCCA OF THE NORTHERN PAIUTES. By Cae Whitney Canfield.
Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1983. 320 pp., illus., maps, notes,
bibliog., index. $19.95.
SARAH WINNEMUCCA WAS BORN about 1844 in the vicinity of Humboldt Lake in
present western Nevada. The daughter ofTuboitonie and Chief Winnemucca, she
was given the Paiute name Thocmetony, or Shell Flower. She spent her childhood
in a time of great change for the Northern Paiutes. An influx of white settlers had
disrupted traditional lifestyles and started the Paiutes along a path that is painfully
familiar to students of Indian-white relations.
Cae Whitney Canfield, in this first full-scale biography of Winnemucca, writes
with sympathy about the plight of the Northern Paiutes. In the beginning, many
Paiutes established friendly relations with eastern emigrants and worked for them
on their farms and in their homes. Tensions inevitably arose. When a young white
man was found murdered in 1860, the Paiutes were blamed, and hostilities ensued.
Cold and silver strikes in the 1860s brought more whites to the region, and
relations continued to deteriorate. The government established reservations for
the Paiutes, but the Indians found conditions on them unbearable. Few government agents won their trust or respect, and most cheated them of their annuities
and appropriations.
Sarah's maternal grandfather Captain Truckee counseled peace and friendship
with the whites. Chief Winnemucca also wanted peace but led his band away
from the emigrant trail to be free of white intruders. Sarah tried to bridge the
two cultures, though she always championed the cause of her people, working to
improve their education and living conditions. At a young age, Sarah learned to
speak Spanish and English. She later served as interpreter for her people and as
a scout for the United States army. Largely self-educated, she appeared on stage
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in San Francisco, Virginia City, Boston, and other cities to lecture on the virtues
of Indian life and on the evils of reservations.
On tour in the East in 1883, Sarah was introduced to Elizabeth Peabody and
Mary Peabody Mann, two noted reformers, who took up her cause. They helped
Sarah publish her autobiography, entitled Life Among the Piutes: Their Wrongs
and Claims. Although many reformers backed Sarah, she also had detractors,
especially among the Indian agents whom she had publicly criticized. Frequently
her pleas for government aid for her people went unanswered. Among her last
undertakings was the opening of a school for Paiute children on her brother's
ranch near Lovelock, Nevada, which she ran almost singlehandedly for four years:
She died at her sister's home at Henry's Lake, Idaho, at age 47.
Canfield has told Sarah Winnemucca's story with eloquence and reserve. It
would be easy to romanticize Winnemucca's role as a champion of human rights,
but the author avoids this imbalance. Canfield lets Sarah speak for herself whenever possible and thereafter relies upon government documents, newspaper accounts, and the Peabody and Mann papers to flesh 'out her story. Sarah emerges
as a complex person, strong willed, unfortunate in her choice of husbands, and
above all else a woman who walked a tight rope between two worlds, wanting
the respect of whites and Paiute. Anyone interested in Indian and women's history
will want to read this impressive biography.

New Mexico State University

DARLIS A. MILLER

THE JICARILLA APACHE TRIBE: A HISTORY, 1846-1970. By Veronica E. Velarde
Tiller. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1983. Pp. vi, 265. Illus., notes,
bibliog., index. $23.95.
INDIAN TRIBAL HISTORIES are among the most challenging projects to undertake
for the reason that research is so complex. They involve, if one attempts a history
from pre-Coiumbian times to the present, probings into a galaxy of sources in
several disciplines besides history. Veronica Tiller, however, in narrating a history
of her tribe, the Jicarilla Apaches, concentrating on the modern era, 1846-1970,
has been completely successful. After summarizing the early period, the author,
in a vivid, well documented narrative, has given an excellent portrait of her people
in their relations with other tribes and in their long history of peace and war with
the United States. A Ph.D. in history from the University of New Mexico, a former
university teacher, and currently a consultant on Indian affairs in Washington,
Tiller knows her subject. Although she writes about the Jicarilla people with
knowledgeable understanding, she is a professional historian in evaluating the
data'and in appraising controversial turning points in Apache history. Moreover,
as she argues, there is really no "Indian point of view" because of the diversity
of Indian cultures and the mass of sources brought together by non- Indians who
left a long record of archival materials.
Tiller's early chapters detail the origins of the Apache homeland, originally a
large tract of land in northeastern New Mexico that came to be known as the
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Maxwell grant. Considered a sacred place by the Jicarilla (and other Apache tribes)
it was held relatively intact until the 1840s when it wa~ invaded by whites. This,
in turn, helped to bring about raiding activities of the Jicarillas and increasing
clashes with the American military forces.
.
The Comanche tribes had been longtime enemies in warfare before the arrival
of the Americans. But with the American military presence and extension of
authority over Apache homelands, the Comanche were forgotten. The Jicarilla
were brought into a new series of bitter wars with Americans. The Jicarillas, partly
nomadic and partly a farming people, appeared to underestimate the strength of
the American forces, and the Americans, ignorant of Apache culture, history, and
lifestyles, followed a mindless policy of attempting to conquer and dispossess the
Jicarillas. Tiller gives whole chapters of bitter conflict, treatymaking, bad faith,
mostly on the part of the whites, and renewed fighting. Gradually, through negotiation and bargaining, and because of the development of a more intelligent
Indian policy on the part of the United States, compromises came about through
the allocation of reservation lands.
The last chapters of Tiller's book tell the story of the Jicarilla reservation economy, the search for education, the impact of the Indian Reorganization Act, and
the era of growth from 1960 to 1970. The modern Jicarilla Reservation in northern
New Mexico, bordering Colorado and the Navajo River, is a relatively prosperous
homeland. The main center, the town of Dulce, resembles any other American
community with a tribally owned shopping district, a bank, post office, a BIA
office, and an office for the Public Health Service. There is a community center
with an Olympic-sized swimming pool and bowling alleys. The community has
elementary, junior, and senior high schools. There are also other major tribal
assets, but as Tiller reminds readers, the progress of the Jicarillas was made by
the people in protecting their resources and in learning to take advantage of their
rights and opportunities.

University of California, Santa Barbara

WILBUR R. JACOBS

INDrAN LIFE AT THE OLD MISSIONS. By Edith Buckland Webb. Reprint of 1952
ed. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1983. Pp. 416. Illus., bibliog. $35.00.
THE CALIFORNIA MISSIONS ARE A ROMANTIC SYMBOL of colonial California, and
elements of their history have been incorporated into the imaginations of generations of Americans. This volume, a reprinting of a thirty-year-old classic, contributes to that romantic tradition and should attract devotees of Spanish California
history and those interested in the material culture of the missions.
The work is not, and does not purport to be, a scholarly publication. The
bibliography and footnotes indicate a thorough use of translated and published
manuscripts and a familiarity with pertinent secondary fiterature available at the
time the book was written. It is not based on archival research, and, hence, is a
solid use of readily available sources rather than a reflection of new research.
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Indian Life at the Old Missions does make valued contributions to the knowledge of the California missions because of the author's tireless on-site investigations of physical remains. While not based on archival sources, Webb's research
provides new, and for the most part, accurate information on mission water systems, orchards, production of hides, tallow, soap, candles, mission construction
techniques, weaving, masonry, winemaking, olive processing, and gristmills. In
her investigations, she researched Spanish colonial precedents for those activities
with which the missionaries would have been familiar and related the prototypes
to the physical remains at the mission sites. The result is an examination that
historians have often ignored of the relationship between documentary history
~nd the physical and technological context in which historical events occurred.
In this area Webb is at her best and her ideas fresh and enticing.
This volume also includes personal recollections and local folklore to provide
information on the physical appearance of mission structures and techniques used
in mission industries. While such sources often deserve only skeptical use, Webb
uses them skillfully and judiciously to yield information that was not otherwise
available to her. She also uses historical photographs and paintings to piece together the physical appearance of various mission structures as they would have
appeared in colonial times.
In many respects, Edith Buckland Webb's work is prime evidence that historical
research combined with site examination, technological history, use of two-dimensional images, archeological data, and oral interviews can shed light on the
past in ways that reliance on a single source cannot.
The University of Nebraska's recent edition of Indian Life at the Old Missions
is beautifully done and includes the original photographs and illustrations. In
hardcover, with a dust jacket done in color, it is a handsome and readable volume.
Despite its lack of an archival foundation, this book makes a solid contribution to
California mission history, even after thirty years have lapsed. It is delightfully
written and in twenty chapters that range from bells and sundials to musicians
and cantors, chapters that make an enduring contribution. The book should be
enjoyed by scholars and the general public alike.
Montana Historical Society

ROBERT ARCHIBALD

WORKS AND DAYS: A HISTORY OF SAN FELIPE NERI CHURCH, 1867-1895. By
Thomas J. Steele, S.J. Albuquerque: Albuquerque Museum, 1983. Pp. vi, 136.
Illus., notes, index. $6.95.
FATHER STEELE'S WORKS AND DAYS represents a unique perspective of the history
of Albuquerque in the late nineteenth century. It traces the development of the
Jesuit mission at San Felipe Neri Church_from the arrival of the first priests and
brothers in the 1860s, through the coming of the railroad, and to the decline of
Old Town's influence at the end of the century. In doing so, Father Steele skillfully
utilizes a combination of primary sources, chiefly diaries, correspondence, and
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newspaper accounts, to offer a history of Albuquerque through the eyes of the
Jesuits.
Despite the strong personal and institutional commitment of the Society of
Jesus and its members to the mission in Albuquerque, their impact on the community, according to Father Steele, was not as great as it might have been. The
two principal reasons he offers for this are (1) the "participation [of the Italian
Jesuit priests and brothers] in the appalling cultural insularity" typical of such
Europeans in the Southwest, and (2) the fact that the Jesuits maintained "a reputation for being little Renaissance princes, and the psychic scars they inflicted
still surface among a number of old Catholics and ex-Catholics of the Rocky
Mountain region" (p. 119). The account of Albuquerque's social, economic, and
cultural history that emanates from the Jesuits' diaries, journals, and letters as
analyzed by Father Steele clearly reflects this cultural insulation and ethnocentrism. Much of the narrative concerns the internal affairs of the church and the
mission. When relations between the Jesuits and the community are discussed,
one perceives a clear sense of distance the former maintained toward the latter.
The obvious cultural problems involved with the imposition of Italian Catholic
values upon the Hispanic community are only hinted at in the book. It might
have been more enlightening for the author to have elaborated on this theme.
The book demonstrates many real strengths. Contained in several chapters is
much valuable information on the architectural and economic history of the city.
In addition to the church records themselves, Father Steele brings to light valuable
photographs from the Albuquerque Museum and a variety of other sources to
illustrate his text, many of which document architectural treasures from the Victorian Period that have been destroyed in recent years. Also impressive is the
discussion of the schism between Archbishop Lamy and Jesuits and that between
the secular and regular clergy, told from the point of view of the latter.
Father Steele's Works and Days serves to open a new window into the past,
allowing historians to observe how an important segment of the community considered itself and its neighbors. Works and Days fills an important void in the
historiography of Albuquerque. It is hoped that Father Steele or other scholars
will follow up on some of the themes outlined here for incorporation in future
works.

New Mexico Records Center and Archives

STANLEY M. HORDES

LABOR IN NEW MEXICO: UNIONS, STRIKES, AND SOCIAL HISTORY SINCE 1881.
Ed. by Robert Kern. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1983. Pp.
xii, 349. Illus., notes, index. $24.95.
WHAT SHOULD YOU expect from Labor in New Mexico? If you are looking for a
continuous narrative of a century of New Mexican labor, you will be disappointed.
If you are seeking some startling new discoveries on the role of frontier printers
and carpenters, you should look elsewhere. If, however, you would like to learn
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more about those controversies that shifted New Mexican labor into the national
spotlight, then this is the volume for you. Although Robert Kern has divided the
book into seven parts, most of its length is devoted to two events, the Gallup
coal miners' strike of 1933 and its aftermath and the Mine, Mill, and Smelter
Workers' strike against Empire Zinc in 1950-52. Both events brought New Mexico
a great deal of attention in the radical press. Both also overshadowed other key
developments in the evolution of New Mexico labor history. It is to Kern's credit
that he devotes about 40 percent of his book to the rest of the story.
Kern begins his volume with a twenty-page essay on the century-long evolution
of New Mexican labor from the Knights of Labor to the AFL-CIO. His essay does
much to set the succeeding essays in their proper context. In his scheme of things,
that essay becomes part one, the first of the volume's seven sections. Parts two
and three also r~volve around single essays. Robert Larson's intriguing section
about Las Gorras Blancas in Las Vegas gives the Knights of Labor a Hispanic
flavor and constitutes part two. Larson's research should prove quite valuable to
national scholars who have made the knights one of labor history's "hot" topics.
Part three, anchored by Joan Jensen's essay on New Mexico farm women, deals
with labor in the social sense. Her use of oral history and a wide variety of
background materials helps her weave a tale of the women behind the Dorothea
Lange portraits of the thirties. Both essays are well-researched and well-written.
The core of Labor in New Mexico consists of parts four through six, three long
essays devoted to the Gallup incident of 1933-1935, its literary aftermath (Philip
Stevenson's The Seed), and the Empire Zinc strike of 1950-52. While the Gallup
and the Grant County (Empire Zinc) strikes made national headlines, neither had
a profound economic impact on the industry or the region. Both strikes became
Communist Party showcases; neither involved more than a few hundred workers.
It is in light of this that I question Kern's allotment of almost 200 pages to the
two events. Labor scholars might have preferred analysis of the amazing revival
of the Mine, Mill, and Smelter Workers who linked racial justice to collective
bargaining. Those who seek more information on Gallup and Empire Zinc, however, will probably be more than satisfied.
The volume concludes with mandatory essays on labor law and labor's New
Mexican future. Both are good, but neither excited my interest the way Larson
and Jensen did. Indeed, I finished the book with the feeling of a pilot who views
the world as merely a series of mountaintops. Gallup and Grant County were
mountains, but a curious reader would like to find a bit of the valley too. Robert
Kern has given us the excitement of the peaks. I still yearn for the rest of the
landscape, the plodding development of carpenters and railroad brotherhoods,
the tiny victories of typographers and machinists. Perhaps Kern should take as
his model J. Kenneth Davies' Deseret's Sons of a Toil, a history of early Utah
labor that shows even the'most pedestrian valleys have information for potential
labor historians.
In the end, I left Labor in New Mexico both pleased and disappointed. Few
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could fault Kern for covering the obvious and choosing substantive essays on
Gallup and Grant County. Yet, this historian was left hungering for more.

University of Wisconsin

JAMES C. FOSTER

IMAGES AND CONVERSATION: MEXICAN AMERICANS RECALL A SOUTHWESTERN
PAST. By Patricia Preciado Martin. Photographs by Louis Carlos Bernal. Tucson:
University of Arizona Press, 1983. Pp. no. Illus. $12.50 paper, $25.00 cloth.
THIS IS A BOOK OF oral history transcribed from thirteen people who have lived
in and around Tucson. Each chapter features a different individual and is accompanied with that person's photograph as well as other pictures. Each story apparently is a direct transcription that begins with genealogical remembrances and
ends with contemporary opinions, dealing mostly with today's world versus the
past. Family history will prove interesting to some, and others will find the
opinions a most entertaining aspect of these narrations. The greatest historical
information is found through cross-referencing the stories.
While oral history, by itself, is not ideal for getting at the "real" story, it can
be cross-checked with other kinds of sources, among which are other oral histories.
The most fascinating aspect of this book just might be that the stories occasionally
corroborate varied points. In doing so, they lend credence to each other. Unfortunately, however, there is no index or footnotes referencing these points, so the
reader must mentally note them.
Another positive aspect of this tome is the finely done photographs. By starting
each chapter with a pertinent portrait, the author provides the narratives with a
more human quality. By illustrating landmarks mentioned in the text, the photographs also become something more than celestial music. A nice additional
touch is labeling the photographs with quotes from the interview.
With all the above considered, this book apparently is not intended to be a
history book. The high quality paper, good print, and unusual size are beyond
the luxury usually earmarked for Clio's legions. Rather, this is a book destined
for the coffee table. As such, the University of Arizona Press should be praised.
But from the historian's point of view an annotated context should have been
provided. Does the information in the printed essays have any historical pertinence to other Mexican/American/Hispanic communities in the Southwest? Is
more taped information available from the author or some repository? The curious
will want such information, especially, if as stated, the book teaches us to listen.
An essay explaining the project that resulted in this book would also have been
helpful. Questions such as-Over what period were the interviews conducted?
How many people were interviewed? Was any special format used? Has the project
ended?-need to be answered.
The result is a finely crafted, handsome book that hints at the possibilities of
oral history. It is a book anyone will find attractive. Hopefully, that attraction will
lead to some dissemination of knowledge.

Museum of New Mexico

THOMAS E. CHAVEZ
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THE PURE EXPERIENCE OF ORDER: ESSAYS ON THE SYMBOLIC IN THE FOLK MATERIAL CULTURE OF WESTERN AMERICA. By Richard C. Poulsen. Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 1982. Pp. ix, 172. lIlus., notes, bibliog., index.
$21. 95.
I AM BEGINNING TO BELIEVE that it is a given of modern American book publishing
that the most important books are given the shoddiest treatment. It may just be
that new and interesting ideas are the least marketable and therefore become the
market's stepchildren. That is what has happened to this book.
Richard Poulsen is not a mainstream western history, folklore, or philosophy
scholar. Rather than measure buildings and count log cabins, he thinks about
them. Not many folklorists totally agree with his thoughts about material cultureI don't-but I certainly applaud the contribution he makes in reminding all of us
interested in the West that there is more to it all than bare facts and naked truth.
Historians have increasingly spent their time and energy counting rather than
thinking (believing counting to be more scientific); anthropology has almost surrendered the battleground to novelists and popularizers; and museology has only
slowly and reluctantly moved from item to context. Few scholars in any field have
considered process, and most ignore meaning altogether.
The field of folklore is small and often sneered at by the "scientific" disciplines,
but the fact is that folklore has led the way in exploring process and meaning. In
this book Poulsen contributes to that momentum in a challenging way. I wish,
however, that Poulsen had expanded his bibliography and geographical region
and had written twice as many pages of supporting argument. I also think he is
dead wrong in some of his contentions. (He argues, for example, that there is "no
widely used set of symbols that represents living, or birth, or the notion or" prelife, as the gravestone represents death," thus ignoring the Easter egg and rabbit,
any number of architectural, artistic, and craft symbols representing sexual organs
and intercourse, innumerable foodways customs celebrating life, and so forth.)
But what he is doing with the material culture of the West is more important
than what he is saying about it. He brings to bear on problems of folk material
culture in the West the thinking of important European philosophers like Gaston
Bachelard and eastern American folklorists such as Henry Classie. Poulsen's work
is not so much interesting as it is challenging. This is not a book for those casually
interested in tombstone design or Mormon architecture; it is important for those
interested in symbolism.
His essays on tombstones, log houses, molasses-making, and the custom of
hanging coyote skins on fences are plagued by poor photos (one upside down),
overly generous margins, an obscene price, and totally inadequate photo cutsall the burden of the publisher. Perhaps Poulsen's next book should be about the
artifact of a book as a symbol of the conflict between academic book publishing
as a craft, as a service, and as a business, and the decline of that craft, service,
and business.
.

University of Nebraska, Lincoln

ROGER L. WELSCH
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AFTER 150 YEARS: THE LATIER-DAY SAINTS IN SESQUICENTENNIAL PERSPECTIVE.
By Thomas G. Alexander and Jessie L. Embry, Eds. Salt Lake City: Charles
Redd Center for Western Studies, Brigham Young University, 1983. Pp. viii,
207. Illus., notes. $6.95 paper.
As THE EDITORS NOTE in their introduction, this series of lecture/articles looks
back at 150 years of the Mormon experience. Their reach is broad ranging from
the problems of Mormon history itself (Shipps), to the problems of geography
(Tullis), to the problems of modern technology (Allen). These are rewarding efforts.
For example, Dr. Jan Shipps' "In the Presence of the Past: Continuity and Change
in Twentieth-Century Mormonism" offers a very useful religious history methodology for her keen insights into the essence of the change in Mormonism. She
sees nineteenth-century Mormons as basically "chosen" Saints of the new Israel
whose treks to the promised land established their kingdom where the corporate
structure gave them their identity. With the manifesto of 1890, corporate identity
gave way to individual "peculiarity" in the Word of Wisdom, temple garments,
church activity. Shipps notes that the sacred time and space of the kingdom may
still be experienced by today's Saints in temple ceremonies, testimony meetings,
and conferences.
Dr. Dean May in his "A Demographic Portrait of the Mormons, 1830-1980"
shows that only 60 percent of the Nauvoo Saints emigrated to Utah, and those
had a large British majority. He suggests the nineteenth-century legacy can still
be seen, for example, in large families, health codes, attitudes about children.
Professor Edward Geary in "For the Strength of the Hills: Imagining Mormon
Country" traces skillfully those geographic and cultural factors and forces that
created "Mormon Country" in the minds of the people-paramount among them
being Joseph Smith's City of Zion, Brigham Young's artful gardening of the wastelands, mountain canyons contracting with deserts where water was their life blood.
Mormon images included cooperation, language, songs, dress, manners, hopes,
and dreams. What resulted was the sense of being a Saint in Mormon country.
Eugene England provides readers an excellent review of "Mormon literature"
and makes a plea for the 20/20 vision of faith/knowledge-yet to be achieved. He
sees the need for objectivity from truly competent writers who are strong in the
faith as well. A real challenge!
F. LaMond Tullis, "The Church Moves Outside the United States: Some Observations from South America," gives a quick but useful history of the Mormon
Church in South America. The rapid growth of membership in recent decades
presents challenges of running church programs with a very new membership.
He warns against the tendency to nationalize the "gospel message."
Finally, Professor James Allen's "Testimony and Technology: A Phase of the
Modernization of Mormonism since 19.50" provides a brief-history of technological
developments and how these achievements have made for greater information
available to church leaders and decision makers. Allen seeks to reassure readers
that "inspiration" can work quite well through technology.
The editors and the Charles Redd Center have provided another very useful
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volume on western history. These articles should be read by serious Mormon
history students and should also be of interest to the general public.

Utah Historical Society

MELVIN T. SMITH

ATLAS OF THE LEWIS AND CLARK EXPEDITION. Volume 1 of The Journals of the
Lewis and Clark Expedition. Edited by Gary E. Moulton. Sponsored by the
Center for Great Plains Studies, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, and the American Philosophical Society, Philadelphia. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press,
1983. Pp. ix, 186. Preface, intro., notes, calendar of maps, maps. $100.00
EVERY AFICIONADO of the Lewis and Clark Expedition has his or her explanation
for the fascination. For some armchair explorers, it is the romance of delving
farther and farther into unknown country. For some it is the nature of the vast
area through which the Corps of Discovery made its way by water, horseback,
and afoot. And for some historians, the attraction lies in the manifestation of man's
efforts not for war and destruction but toward geographic and scientific discovery.
That a party ranging from thirty-plus to fifty-plus persons including Northerners
and Southerners, a black, French-Canadian half-bloods, and a remarkable young
Shoshone woman, should accomplish so much with the loss of just one expedition
member, and him through illness, was considered incredible at the time and
remains so today. The entire expedition represents humanity at its very best.
There is no shortage of material already available on the Lewis and Clark
Expedition. University libraries are almost certain to have bo'th the Coues and
Thwaites editings of the Lewis and Clark Journals, plus single volumes written
or edited by Bakeless, Osgood, Cutright, and Jackson. But as Dr. Cutright has
so well explained in his study, A History of the Lewis and Clark Journals, so
much new material has been uncovered that the time is ripe for a new compilation
of the jo'urnals that were kept by the two captains and four of their enlisted men.
With considerable courage Professor Gary Moulton, the Center for Great Plains
Studies, and the American Philosophical Society have set out to accomplish this
complex task. If their first product, this Atlas of the Lewis and Clark Expedition,
is a portent of the quality of the volumes still to come, then all but the most
niggling Lewis and Clark specialists will raise a mighty hurrah. It is a superb
accomplishment.
The Atlas's dimensions are large enough to accept duplication of most of the
maps in their original size. The printing is so well done that faint penciled addenda
show up clearly. The maps are arranged generally in chronological order and
normal geographic progression. Because in some, north is not toward the top of
the page, a tiny arrow in a circle outside the map margin, indicates north vis-avis the page.
The meticulous Lewis and Clark scholar will be wise to read the book carefully,
beginning with the preface. Sections begin ~ith index maps that serve as a table
of contents. Sections following include "Preliminary Maps," progressive maps to
and from Fort Clatsop, and "Postexpeditionary Maps."
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To get "hooked" by this Atlas all one needs to do is begin reading the comments
Clark or others placed on the maps. Here are some examples: Map No. 21: "Here
one man of our expedition lived 12 days on grapes and one rabbit"; or Map No.
58: "6 men killed a brown bear which was near catching several of them." The
whole expedition comes alive.
The decision to publish the Atlas first was a wise one, for now, with it to refer
to, the journals bear promise of hours upon hours of sheer enjoyment. If the high
quality established with the Atlas is continued, then the entire project will be a
most welcome addition to the library of American history. The monetary price
may seem steep, but it is worth it.

Florida State University

RICHARD A. BARTLETI

THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS: A VISION FOR ARTISTS IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY.
By Patricia Trenton and Peter H. Hassrick. Norman: University of Oklahoma
Press, in association with the Buffalo Bill Historical Center, Cody, Wyoming,
1983. Pp. xxii, 418. lIlus., notes, bibliog., index. $65.00.
FOCUSING UPON NINETEENTH-CENTURY artists who sought to interpret in their
art the images and impressions of the Rocky Mountains, this work carefully examines their endeavors in the context of the development of nineteenth-century
American landscape art and demonstrates conclusively that the diverse painterly
techniques and artistic interpretations cannot be confined to anyone school or
painting tradition. More analytical than most works on western art, this volume
provides not only an accurate and succinct account of the activities of almost every
known artist who worked in the Rocky Mountains during the 1800s but also
examines the artistic tradition in which they worked and assesses their technical
successes.
Artists came to the region for a variety of reasons and their artistic response
was often dictated by the purpose for which they had come. Those who accompanied the early government expeditions and railroad surveys were charged with
portraying the flora, fauna, and topography of the lands through which they
traveled. Their work is consequently more realistic, didactic, and less impressionistic than the work of artists who were less constrained by the terms of their
employment. With Catlin, Bodmer, and Miller the primary focus was upon the
people and places of the region, and their landscapes were frequently only the
setting for their subjects. lIlustrators and artist correspondents captured for sedentary adventurers along the east coast and in Europe visual images of the great
mountains of the West. In the latter half of the nineteenth century, professional
artists began to exploit the subject matter of the Rocky Mountains in the large,
romantic, panoramic paintings popularized by Bierstadt and Moran.
Meticulously researched and handsomely illustrated, this work chronicles the
activities of well~known artists such as Seymour, Stanley, Catlin, Bodmer, Miller,
Whittridge, Bierstadt, Moran, Farney, Remington, and Russell and resurrects the
names and activities of more obscure artists who may have served only briefly as
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expeditionary artists, artist correspondents, or traveled through the area. For each
artist who prepared an artistic interpretation of the great stone spine of the
American West, the authors indicate when he was in the region, how long he
was there, where his major paintings were prepared, how accurate the works
were in representing the topography, how the works were composed, and what
mediums and techniques were used. While most of the works possess a certain
charm, they are often of more historical than artistic interest. The detailed notes
that accompany the text provide further interpretive insight into the artist's work
as well as indicate the numerous sources upon which the text has been based.

University of Alaska, Anchorage

PHILLIP DRENNON THOMAS

STRUTHERS BURT. By Raymond C. Phillips, Jr., Number 56; JAMES WELCH. By
Peter Wild. Number 57; PRESTON JONES. By Mark Busby. Number 58; RICHARD
HUGo. By Donna Gerstenberger. Number 59; SOPHUS K. WINTHER. By Barbara
Howard Meldrum. Number 60. Western Writers Series. Boise, Id.: Boise State
University, 1983. Approx. pp. 50. Notes, bibliog. $2.00 each.
THE LATEST BOOKLETS in Boise State University's Western Writers Series treat a
variety of writers: an excellent minor poet, a promising playwright whose work
was cut short by early death, a Native American whose best work probably lies
in the future, a Wyoming nonfiction writer, and a chronicler of immigrant life in
early Nebraska.
Of the five, Richard Hugo is probably the most significant. A former student
ofTheodore Roethke, Hugo produced less than he might have because he worked
for years as a technical writer, pursuing poetry in his spare time. Only at the age
of forty did he devote himself to poetry full time. Denying that Hugo is merely
a regional poet, Donna Gerstenberger asserts that the best of his poems from
works such as A Run ofJacks (1961), The Lady in Kicking Horse Reservoir (1973),
and Selected Poems (1979) will assure Hugo a reputation that transcends the
Northwest.
Dramatist Preston Jones died in his prime after a triumphant presentation of
his A Texas Trilogy (1976) at Kennedy Center and a subsequent critical debacle
in New York. Mark Busby makes a strong case for Jones, suggesting that the
Washington, D.C., reception was the more deserved. Busby finds not only dramatic power but serious social commentary in Jones's portrayal of the modern
Southwest.
The monograph on James Welch seems premature, for at the age of forty-four,
Welch is still writing and likely to have a considerable career ahead of him. As
Peter Wild acknowledges, Welch has thus far produced a promising if flawed book
of poetry, Riding the Earthboy 40 (1971), and an important novel, Winter in the
Blood (1974). Welch's future work will determine whether he becomes a major
Native American writer.
Struthers Burt began his career by selling popular western short stories to the
Saturday Evening Post, but his reputation rests on two nonfiction books-The
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Diary of a Dude-Wrangler (1924) and Powder River: Let 'er Buck (1938), Burt's
contribution to "The Rivers of America" series. Raymond C. Phillips discusses
Burt as a regional writer who preserves Wyoming history and folklore.
The maverick of this group is Sophus K. Winther, longtime University of Washington professor who retained his early proletarian sympathies. Of Danish extraction, Winther felt that Willa Cather presented too favorable a picture of
immigrant life on the Great Plains, and his Nebraska trilogy, Take All to Nebraska
(1936), Mortgage Your Heart (1937), and This Passion Never Dies (1938), treats
the darker side of immigrant farming life. Barbara Meldrum relates Winther's
work not only to that of Cather, but also to the works of Frederick Manfred, Ole
Riilvaag, and Mark Twain.
As in the past, the Western Writers Series has brought to light relatively neglected writers who~e work merits examination.
University of New Mexico

ROBERT E. FLEMING

ORAL HISTORY: A GUIDE FOR TEACHERS (AND OTHERS). By Thad Sitton, George
L. MehaflY, and O. L. Davis, Jr. Austin: University ofTexas Press, 1983. Notes,
bibliog., appendixes. $18.95 cloth, $8.95 paper.
IN EVERY DISCIPLINE one can find many learned and scholarly treatises on the
application of that discipline in the pursuit of knowledge. Only rarely do authors
attempt to take what can be a complex subject and present it clearly, and on a
working level. This book is an example of such a treatment of the subject of oral
history and its practice in an elementary and high school setting.
For the teacher looking for an opening wedge into how to set up and run a
successful oral history project, this guide will provide some very practical suggestions. It helps answer many questions about why to establish a program; how
to get started; the need to establish guidelines for students to follow; and what
to do with the final project interviews, whether they remain as tape or are converted to printed form. One interesting feature of this manual deals with examples
of what teachers and students have done, as opposed to what they ought to do.
There are some "oughts" here too, as there must be if one is trying to provide
information from a proven fund of knowledge. But the use of precise examples
gives the book an immediacy often lacking in other more sophisticated presentations about oral history aimed at the establishment of projects so large and
complex that they can only be successfully carried out with the employment of
large numbers of interviewers and substantial funding. Sitton, MehafIY, and Davis
have avoided this problem by keeping their entire presentation on the level of
the classroom teacher, who may have great potential for directing oral history
projects in the classroom but limited financial and physical resources for such
projects.
Two interesting features of this book are Chapter 5, "The Products of Classroom
Oral History," and the Appendixes. Chapter 5 clearly presents how the interviews
and information from the classroom oral history project can be disseminated to a
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larger audience, and why they should be. The Appendixes provide information
on sample release forms, data sheets, how to get additional information from the
Oral History Association, and, most importantly, a criteria for evaluating oral
history interviews. This latter is important not only from the immediate necessity
to grade the activity of the students, but it is important as a tool for improving
on the practice of oral history from school year to school year.
The volume closes with a good bibliography that should be of help to students,
teachers, and especially good librarians, who may need to become familiar with
the more important literature on oral history as interest about the subject, in a
particular school, develops.
The authors and their publisher are to be applauded for making this volume
available in paper at $8.95, as opposed to the hardcover price 0£$18.85. Small
schools, with small budgets, will appreciate their thoughtfulness.

Dwight D. Eisenhower Library

JOHN E. WICKMAN

Docs OF THE CONQUEST. By John Grier Varner and Jeannette Johnson Varner.
Norman: University of Oklahoma Press. Pp. xvii, 238. lIIus., bibliog., index.
$19.95.
BRUTO (DE SOTO'S DOC), Hector, Fiero, Becerrillo (Ponce de Leon) and his
offspring Leoncico (Balboa), Calisto, Capitan, Amadfs, Marquesillo, Turco, and
several with the incongruous name Amigo, form a roll call of the canine conquistadores their Spanish masters used to instill fear and bring about the subjugation of the natives of America. Dogs of war were already well-known, but
never had they been used with such telling effect or with the excesses associated
with the shock phase of Spanish conquest in the Americas. Even discounting some
exaggeration by the chroniclers, who seldom underplayed dramatic events, the
importance of the war dog is manifest. It hardly seems possible that there has
not been an earlier study. Clearly, dogs proved to be terrain-adaptable warriors,
second only to the horse in usefulness, with special efficiency against unclad
Indians whose bodies were ideal targets for slashing, ripping, and disembowling
at an incredibly rapid rate. Success in battle was rewarded at times by payment
to these dogs of salaries and booty equal or superior to that of the best foot soldier.
Uniting copious pictorial representations showing the ubiquitous dog, the authors have brought much scattered information into focus. The stories of dogged
determination, great faithfulness, and heroic feats are somewhat repetitious, but
establish the range and frequency of canine use. In nonbellicose activities, dogs
served auxiliary functions as tasters of food for starving conquistadores. Some,
the perros sabios, were reputed to possess great wisdom and discernment. Other
dogs were used to enforce Christian principles of antihomosexuality, were utilized
in such sports as hunting down individual Indians, or in well-staged, face-to-face
battles with prominent prisoners. Dogs were guards of livestock, homes, camps
and towns, and nearly all were brave, loyal, and prolific to the point of overpopulation.
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The breadth of this topic has led the authors into occasional error. The Gandules
Indians are not a tribal group, but are gandules, a degratory word for savage
Indians. The authors repeat the long-exploded myth about the supposed disappearance of explorer Francisco de Ulloa, and that of Esteven's Negro rather than
Moorish origin, while depicting that early traveller in much more humane colors
than most recent historians have done. Additionally, no one has ever called Alvar
Nunez Cabeza de Vaca simply Cabeza; Nunez sometimes, even Vaca or Cabeza
de Vaca, but never Cabeza.
Disappointingly there is almost no consideration of dog armor and of its use.
Certainly this is not the last word on dogs in American history, for it only concerns
those terror-inspiring warriors during Spain's first century after the discovery.
Still left for future study are the other colonizing nations and nearly four centuries
of time. This book will serve as a guide for such future efforts.

St. Mary's University

DONALD C. CUTrER

EDWARD F. BEALE AND THE AMERICAN WEST. By Gerald Thompson. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1983. Pp. xv, 306. Illus., appendix, notes,
bibliog., index. $24.95.
EDWARD FIlLGERALD BEALE (1822-93) is perhaps best known to most western
historians for the part he played in the camel experiment in the Southwest during
the late 1850s. However, as Gerald Thompson demonstrates, this was only one
of several important assignments or events that Beale was involved in during his
long and varied career. He held positions such as naval officer, government courier,
explorer, Indian superintendent, rancher, businessman, and diplomat.
Beale was born into a prominent Virginia family. At the age of fifteen he embarked upon a naval career, following his father and grandfather who had been
naval officers. Beale would gain a reputation as a pugilist and a heavy drinker
during his navy years. His assignments included duty in South America and
Europe. In 1845 Beale was assigned to the Pacific squadron under Commodore
Robert F. Stockton and later became Stockton's private secretary.
Beale emerged from the Mexican War as a national figure because of his heroism
at the Battle of San Pasqua!. He continued to garner national attention by carrying
to the east news of the 1848 gold discovery in California. His exploits as a military
dispatch carrier and explorer further contributed to Beale's fame. In the early
1850s as California's first superintendent of Indian affairs, he established a reservation program to protect Indians from extermination. Later as surveyor general
of California, he neglected his duties and was involved in several irregular land
dealings.
Mter the Civil War Beale became owner of one of the largest and most lucrative
ranches in the West, Rancho El Tejon in California. In the 1870s his Decatur
House in Washington, D.C., became the social center of the nation's capita!.
Beale, who abandoned the Democratic Party and became a Republican in 1860,
became a prominent party leader. Indeed, because of his service to the party and
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close friendship with President Ulysses S. Grant, Beale served as American minister to Austria-Hungary in 1876-77. During his remaining years Beale continued
to dabble in politics and business affairs.
Thompson has written an interesting biography of a fascinating individual. The
author explains how Beale's rise to prominence was aided by family connections,
luck, and personal friendships with Grant, Stockton, John C. Fremont, Senator
Thomas Hart Benton, and others. Thompson should have had more details on
Beale's involvement with the camel experiment for the general reader. In addition,
this reviewer would have liked to have had more information on Beale's relationship with General Stephen Watts Kearny in California and to know Beale's
feelings about the scandals under Grant.
Edward F. Beale and the American West contains twenty-seven photographs
and three helpful maps. Scholars and general readers should find the book good
reading.

Fort Hays State University

RAYMOND WILSON

NAVAJO SANDPAINTING: FROM RELIGIOUS ACT TO COMMERCIAL ART. By Nancy
J. Parezo. Tucson: University ofArizona Press, 1983. Pp. xxii, 251. IIlus., notes,
bibliog., appendixes, index. $29.95.
THIS SCHOLARLY WORK IS THE FIRST to address the history and development of a
new ethnic art form among the Navajos-sandpainting on particle boards, more
easily termed commercial, secular, or permanent sandpainting. Parezo's thorough
research (conducted during 1977-79 for a 1981 dissertation) included work with
394 retail establishments, tracking down 302 of 451 identifiable commercial sandpainters, and data collections in archives and museums. Some results were disseminated previously in Discovery (1980), American Indian Quarterly 6 (1-2),
(1982), Navajo Religion and Culture, Selected Views (1982), and Woven Holy People
(1983).
Mter introducing the Navajo world and its sacred, traditional, impermanent,
and tightly prescribed sandpainting, the author traces the development of commercial sandpainting, possibly only after the surmounting of two obstacles, cultural
prohibitions (Chapters 2-4) and the lack of technical know-how (Chapter 5). Parezo
explores the process of commercialization by first examining anthropological attempts at collecting sandpainting reproductions, Navajo singers' public demonstrations, and the use of sandpainting 'symbols in mnemonic picture writing,
weaving, jewelry, and other arts and crafts. Specific individuals in two groupsNavajo singers and anthropologists, and traders, entrepreneurs, and artisanswho were primary in providing the rationalizations needed to overcome the religious sacrilege inherent in removing sandpainting from its singular, impermanent
sacred context, receive special attention.
The dilemmas singers, weavers, demonstrators, and others faced are identified
as are the social and artistic repercussions of establishing a secular context for
sandpainting. The variable solutions to the dilemmas all reflect cultural norms of
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individualism, flexibility, pragmatism, and in many areas, at present, the lack of
consensus on religious matters including when sacred sandpaintings actually become holy. One major decision was followed by all to reduce potential supernatural
repercussions, the deliberate change or omission of one compositional element
that in itself renders the painting imperfect and powerless. However, variable
numbers and kinds of artistic changes resulted: substitution, directionality, elimi'nation, simplification, enclosure, preference for neutral or benevolent beings,
and, particularly since 1975, inventive additions leading to permanent sandpaintings of everything from landscapes to Winnie the Pooh (and by order, Bat Man
and others). Parezo's figures 4.9 a-i (pp. 90-92) nicely illustrate many of these
changes.
Chapter five examines the technical obstacle and the roles of individuals (late
1930s to early 1950s) in interrelated innovations necessarily prerequisite to the
craft's emergence. Important individuals include Anglo artists Mae de Ville Fleming, E. George de Ville, and Luther A. Douglas, and a Navajo singer, Fred
Stevens, Jr. The latter, who met a tragic death in April 1983, was the Navajo
founder of the art form and began its spread in 1962 from his Sheep Springs
birthplace, by teaching his sister and brother and a clan sister and her husband.
The remainder of the chapter analyzes learning patterns and methods and numerous social, demographic, religious, and temporal variables crucial in understanding the craft's spatially discontinuous spread.
Chapter six analyzes the reasons for commercial sandpainting and the variables
affecting them. Of the five major reasons, economic ones have always predominated, although frequently masked by other motivations in the early period (196269). The market supporting the craft, its three submarkets, and other issues are
carefully considered in Chapter seven.
There is much more of interest in this book since there are many unique things
about this developing craft-its production by both sexes, its rapid rise, its independence from traders' influences. However, a few critical comments are in
order. Typographical errors (p. 59, John Meem; p. 95, Monster Slayer; p. 116,
sandpainting) need correction. The cover illustration (cf. also Fig. 4.6b, p. 87)
deserves an early explanation. Asterisks by individuals' names in Appendix Two
need explanation, and comparable materials in Appendixes Three and Four need
better positioning. Additionally, the use of the male pronouns, he and his, in
reference to identifiable commercial sandpainters, 44.8% of whom were women
in the sample, is both inappropriate and unacceptable. Then, too, although the
book's title was Parezo's choice, it may mislead readers who have not yet expanded
their own categorization system of Navajo sandpainting beyond sacred, impermanent religious art. Finally, as a researcher familiar with the author, her interests,
and her dissertation, I am disappointed that the press chose to exclude her broader
framework and excellent discussion of secularization in art (dissertation, chapter
two), thereby opting for a southwestern rather than a wider market. Commercialization of sacred art is a worldwide phenomenon, and Parezo's dissertation
makes important contributions to the methodological, theoretical, and ethnographic literature on this topic. Hopefully in the future these will be published
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elsewhere as commercial sandpainting continues to develop. Thanks to the present
work, the beginning of this emergent craft has been carefully documented, and
a baseline for future studies firmly established.

Southern Illinois University

CHARLOTIE

J. FRISBIE

WILLA: THE LIFE OF WILLA CATHER. By Phyllis C. Robinson. Garden City, N. Y.:
Doubleday & Company, 1983. Pp. xii, 321. Illus., notes, bibliog., index. $17.95.
IN THIS NEW BIOGRAPHY OF the great American writer Willa Cather (1873-1947),
Phyllis C. Robinson writes that Cather "found it oddly satisfying to watch the
same human stories go on and on and to see how the lives she knew so well came
out in the end" [po 252]. The same sort of interested sympathy for her subject
makes Robinson's study a thorough, fair-minded, and sometimes engrossing work.
Unlike earlier biographers who focused on Cather's literary achievements, Robinson gives us a warm-blooded, warts-and-all portrait of the artist as a real person.
She treats Cather with a gift of sympathy but without the exaggerated deference
too often shown by Cather scholars. We thus are provided with a frank account
of the personal and artistic struggles Willa Cather underwent and are made acquainted with a woman for whom 'literature was vitally important without being
the sum and substance of her life.
Readers of this journal will understandably have an interest in Cather's use of
New Mexican and southwestern themes and settings in her fiction. Before ever
visiting the Southwest, Cather had been infected with a romantic notion of the
region. Her first visit to Arizona (in 1912) and several subsequent and extended
visits to New Mexico and Colorado strongly reinforced Cather's romanticized
vision of the region and its peoples. The Southwest enthralled Cather (as it did
many of her literary contemporaries), and she found it in an appropriate setting
in which to portray aesthetic and spiritual truths. Since Cather was a master of
sumptuous and evocative prose, her celebration of the southwest's "enchantment"
is noteworthy and, once read, unforgettable. This is particularly true in her masterpiece, Death Comes for the Archbishop (1927), an enduring work of the highest
literary art.
Cather's discovery and embracing of the Southwest, as Leon Edel rightly has
noted, became "the principal emotional exp~rience" of her mature life. One weakness in Robinson's generally insightful study is that this important fact does not
seem to have been fully appreciated. Robinson's knowledge of and feel for the
Southwest also seem to be entirely secondhanded. Willa Cather herself advised
a graduate student some fifty years ago that his study of her Archbishop would
have greatly benefited from a knowledge of the place where, and the people
among whom, her subject had labored. Simlar advice would have helped Robinson
better understand the importance of the Southwest in Willa Cather's life and
fiction.
Creative writers inescapably seem to write themselves into their books, and
Willa Cather was no exception. Robinson's generally full chronicle of Cather's
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life and times provides new insights into most of Willa Cather's writings, aIt.hough
Robinson does not make the mistake of treating Cather's fictional characterizations
as but lightly disguised biography or history. This very good biography should
prompt conscientious readers to read and re-read the novels and short stories of
one of American literature's finest stylists, which is both a desideratum and a
pleasure.

Saint Martin's College

JOHN C. Scon

CONVERSATIONS WITH WALLACE STEGNER ON WESTERN HISTORY AND LITERATURE. Wallace Stegner and Richard W. Etulain. Salt Lake City: University of
Utah Press, 1983. Pp. viii, 207. Illus., index. $15.00.
WHILE MOST DEVOTEES OF THE AMERICAN WEST would be delighted to spend
an evening with the man often regarded as the finest of contemporary western
writers, few of us can be that fortunate. So Richard W. Etulain offers a happy
alternative, talking with Wallace Stegner in our stead. The results of those ten,
two-hour dialogues are transcribed in a single volume, Conversations with Wallace
Stegner on Western History and Literature. For anyone who wishes to hear
Stegner at his most provocative, it is a volume not to be missed.
First of all, Conversations is exactly what its title implies. The dialogues are
not interviews but are genuine discussions between two thoughtful and well-read
men. Etulain, who has done his homework well, asks questions and makes comments that reveal both a thorough understanding of Stegner's work and a command
of western history and literature in general. Then he uses his knowledge to elicit
lively, in-depth responses from Stegner. Etulain knows how to edit, too. While
occasional repetitions occur, most of the volume flows smoothly from one topic
to another.
But Conversations, after all, is Stegner's book, not Etulain's. Some of the most
interesting passages, especially when he talks of The Big Rock Candy Mountain
and Angle of Repose, occur when Stegner analyzes his own narrative technique
and talent. He characterizes all his writing, nonfiction as well as fiction, as attempts
to look at "the human response to a set of environmental and temporal circumstances." Primarily he is interested in the ways human beings react to space and
time. In this context, he assesses men like John Wesley Powell, characters like
Bo Mason, and even writers like himself.
Several times Stegner acknowledges the close ties that exist between his created
characters and real ones, talking about where and why he has used facts imaginatively, and vigorously defending his fictional process as a way of securing certain
truths. Even as he recognizes the difficulties confronting the western writer who
attempts to blur history with fiction, he argues convincingly for the tactic.
The second half of the book moves away from Stegner's own prose to pursue
a major theme-the nature of the West itself. The discussions touch on such topics
as conservation and the West's preservation, the history of the West and its future,
its glories, its failures. So much of what Stegner says is worth repeating, that to
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isolate a single noteworthy idea is difficult. But when he speaks of that overworked
disjuncture between the eastern establishment and the American West, he sounds
especially perceptive. Stegner approves of regionalism as a platform from which
one can take off, and proudly eyes himself as a western regional spokesman. The
tag fits, for Wallace Stegner is a regismal writer and thinker in the very best sense
of the term. Never bound by a narrow provincialism, he uses the American West
as his springboard to wide-ranging and perceptive thoughts about all of contemporary civilization. Wallace Stegner is indeed a twentieth-century literary figure
of universal stature, as the Conversations show.

University of Nevada, Reno

ANN RONALD

THE TRUE ADVENTURES OF JOHN STEINBECK, WRITER. By Jackson J. Benson.
New York: Viking Press, 1984. Pp. xiv, 1116. IlIus., notes, index. $35.00.
READING BENSON'S BOOK is like watching ecological principles and methods applied to studying the life of a man. With that man's life as a center, Benson
explores outward as if he had dropped a stone in a pond and were studying the
infinite number of circular wavelets. Very likely his way of seeing the writer's life
is influenced by the Steinbeck-Ricketts theory-so important in understanding
much of Steinbeck's work-which John and Ed Ricketts called "non-teleological"
thinking and which is clearly developed in The Log from the Sea of Cortez. Put
simply, it is the idea that to understand the individual or the event, you have to
look at the whole picture and avoid concentrating on one-to-one causes. The latter
way leads to faulty understanding, the former to increased awareness. For Benson
as biographer just as for Steinbeck as writer, an expanding awareness is about the
best thing a man can develop. It leads him to a fuller consciousness of the nature
of and importance of community. Hence Steinbeck's most interesting books study
agricultural communities in transition and under stress-The Grapes of Wrath,
E(lst of-Eden, Of Mice and Men, The Red Pony-and Benson's biography studies
in minutest detail the entire community of Steinbeck's life: his family, his earliest
friendships, his high school friends, his college teachers and associates, his wives,
those who helped him through a long life as a writer, and those he did not like.
Benson's method, however, tends to make him uncritical and his biography
all-inclusive: the book runs over a thousand pages; the tiniest details are related.
These characteristics will bother readers who are overly conscious of how little
time they have for reading, and, correctly perhaps, it will bother those who would
like a more selective, more critical approach to Steinbeck's life and writing. The
real virture of this book, however, is that Benson provides so much new information abut this fascinating and prolific American writer, and that the astounding
amount of research he did enables him to question generally accepted assumptions
about Steinbeck, as that, for example, John simply borrowed his understanding
of "non-teleological" thinking from his close friend, Ed Ricketts. Benson offers
evidence that Steinbeck had already worked out the theory before he met Ricketts,
although the term was Ricketts's own, and that Steinbeck had as much influence
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on Ricketts's thought as Ed is usually assumed to have had on John's. Benson
also details the influence of the U. C. L. A. philosophy professor John Elof Boodin
on Steinbeck's thought. Boodin was interested in the "larger whole" with characteristics of its own formed when individuals' minds stimulated one another or
when individuals came together in some way, and one can see this conception
operating in a book like The Grapes ofWrath in which the Joads and their friends
of the road take on a kind of separate reality from that of any of them considered
as individuals. Although John Steinbeck, Writer takes a lot of time to read, it is
an immensely interesting and thought provoking book about the great human
being and artist that Steinbeck was.

University of New Mexico

DAVID REMLEY

ESPINOSA AWARD 1984
John O. Baxter, a doctoral candidate in history at the University of New Mexico,
is the first recipient of the Gilberto Espinosa Prize, which the New Mexico Historical Review awards for the best-researched and best-written article published
in the Review in 1983. Baxter's article, "Restocking the Navajo Reservation after
the Bosque Redondo," appeared in the October 1983 issue. Baxter has worked
in historic preservation and as an independent researcher for various projects
concerning state history and is currently working on a study of the New Mexico
sheep trade with Chihuahua, Durango, and California during the period 17501860, a little-known but significant part of New Mexico history.
The Espinosa Prize was established by the family and friends of the late Gilberto
Espinosa, an attorney and avid researcher, writer, and supporter of state history,
as well as consultant to the NMHR. The $100 prize was presented to Baxter at
the awards banquet of the Historical Society of New Mexico annual conference
in Taos in April.

NEW MEXICO COUNTY BIBLIOGRAPHY
The Local and Regional History Round Table of the New Mexico Library
Association is pleased to announce the publication of a comprehensive
county bibliography entitled New Mexico: Local and County Histories, A
Bibliography. Compiled by Christine Buder Myers, the volume lists published materials, including theses and dissertations, as well as biographies,
autobiographies, histories of institutions, churches, schools, and businesses.
While periodical articles are generally not included, the exception is articles
from the NMHR, the state's primary historical journal. The bibliography
sells for $25.00 hardcover and $15.00 paperback and is available by mail
from the New Mexico Library Association, P.O. Box 25084, Albuquerque
87125. Add $2.00 per copy for mailing and handling.

